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Lebanon. violence killed 3,240 in ’83 

BEIRUT (Rj — Some 3,240 people were killed in fighting in 
Lebanon during 19)93, according to estimates Monday by security 
sources and the country’s various warring groups. About 1,500 
people died during a three-week war that erupted in the Shouf 
mountains east of Beirut after the Israeli army withdrew last 
September, security and Druze militia sources said. Fighting bet- 
ween supporters and opponents of Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation leader Yasser Arafat claimed about 1,000 lives, acc- 
ording to security sources. Security sources said car and truck 
•bombs claimed about 550 lives throughout Lebanon, including 
241 U.S. servicemen and 58 French paratroopers killed last Oct- 
ober. Israeli air raids and shelling killed about 80 people, security 
sources said. In addition. Israel has said it lost 73 servicemen in 
Lebanon last year. Bomb explosions, totalling about 525 com- 
pared with 377 in 1982, left about 35 dead. 
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U.K. Labour urges MNF talks 

LONDON (R) — The chief defence spokesman of the British 
opposition Labour Party Monday urged the government to call a 
meeting of countries contributing troops to the Multi-national 
Force (MNF) in Beirut to consider p ullin g out tbeir contingents. 
The plea by Denzil Davies followed an announcement by France 
it was transferring nearly SUti of its soldiers from Beirut to sou- 
thern Lebanon and growing pressure for a pullout in the other 
nations involved — Britain, Italy and the United States. Mr. 
Davies said m a statement: “The. growing movement in -high 
places in America to withdraw their Marines certainly from the 
Lebanon mainland is a vindication of the arguments from the 
Labour Party over the last few months that British troops should 
also be taken out.” 

Mondale calls for Marine pullout, page 2 
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Israeli patrol 
attacked in Nablus 

TEL AVIV (Rj — Two petrol 
bombs were tossed at an Israeli 
patrol Sunday in the occupied 
Arab West Bank town of Nablus 
but caused no casualties or dam- 
age. Israeli military sources said. 
Palestinian protesters also threw 
stones at Israeli vehicles passing 
through Nablus but quickly dis- 
persed when police arrived. 

Haddad reported 
seriously ill 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli-backed 
Lebanese militia leader Major 
Sa'ad Haddad remained in serious 
condition in an Israeli hospital 
Monday, suffering from exh- 
austion. a hospital spokesman 
said. Local media reports said 1 
Maj. Haddad was suffering from 
cancer but hospital officials have 
refused to comment on his illness. 
Maj. Haddad, who deserted the 1 
Lebanese army ia 1 976 to form his 
own militia force, is Israel most 
reliable ally in Lebanon. 

Strike hits Israeli 
Foreign Ministry 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's For- 
eign Ministry closed Monday 
when government employees ste- 
pped up their campaign for more 
pay. Foreign diplomats were tur- 
ned away from the ministry and 
officials called off press briefings 
to back demands for pay parity 
with special government units 
such as the Mossad intelligence 
agency. . 
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Ex-Pakistani major 
to be flogged 

KARACHI (R} — A retired Pak- 
istani army major will be publicly 
flogged Tuesday for raping his 
sister-in-law in 1VXU. pplice said 
Monday. They said Ghulam Sabir 
Shah. 4u. would receive 1») lashes 
at a sports stadium near the Kar- 
achi jail for raping 22-year-old 
Ghazala Oureshi. a school tea- 
cher. 

5 S.African soldiers . 
killed in Angola 

WINDHOEK. Namibia (South 
West Africa) — (R l — Five South 
African soldiers were killed at the 
weekend in Angola during a con- 
tinuing offensive against black 
nationalist Namibian freedom fig- 
hters. defence headquarters said 
Monday. A total of 14 South Afr- 
ican soldiers — nine whites and 
five blacks — have now died in the 
cross-border offensive' which 
began three weeks ago. A defence 
spokesman in Pretoria said the 
men killed at the weekend were all 
white. 

Castro assails 
U.S. president 

HAVANA (R) — Cuban leader 
Fidel Castro said in a speech mar- 
king the 25th anniversary of the 
revolution that put him in power 
that President Reagan was war- 
like. adventurous and irr- 
esponsible. Speaking Monday 
night from the same balcony in 
Santiago de Cuba where he ann- 
ounced his revolutionary victory 
to the Cuban people, he said peace 
was vital for the future and added 
that humanity could not survive a 
. nuclear war. 


INSIDE 


• Israel re-opens Awali 
Bridge, page 2 

• Asean women's seminar 
probes plight of people 
under occupation, page 3 

• Ron, Islam, and a new 
standard of shame, by 
Rami G. Khouri, page 4 

• Successful return of spa- 
celab seen as new era in 
space research, page 5 

• Liverpool falters, page 6 

• Siberian gas flows to 

France, page 7 

• Kabul orders all men to 
enlist for military ser- 
vice, page 8 . 


‘ Palestine Liberation Organisation’ s legitimacy stems from its representation’ 


King, describing Reagan plan as practically frozen, 
pledges to resume joint Jordanian- Palestinian efforts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein said Monday that new efforts will be 
made soon to crystallise the future of the 
Jordanian-Palestinian relationship, “based 
on confidence, clarity and sincerity, that 
would be acceptable to all; Jordanians, Pal- 
estinians and Arabs, for now and the fiiture 
and under all circ umstan ces.” 


“This is what the present cir- 
cumstances and challenges req- 
uire us to." the King said “and I 
will dedicate all my efforts in this 
direction.” 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television broadcast Monday 
evening. King Hussein stressed 
that the perceived Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship should be 
the subject of a comprehensive 
debate, “between the one family, 
the one nation that wants to rescue 
the (occupied) land, and without 


leaving the chance for others to 
meddle into our private affairs." 

The King said he did not know 
whether the future ties between 
the East Bank and a liberated 
West Bank would be confederal. 
“ We will deal with this in the fut- 
ure. However, important as the 
Palestinians are the Jordanians in 
this formula. Regardless of the 
final formula, we. Jordanians and 
Palestinians alike, should strive 
for this relationship to be based on 
confidence, clarity and sincerity — 


a relationship that is binding on 
all." the King said. **... this is our 
position. This is our opinion. We 
will defend it and explain it; to the 
Arabs and the rest of the world. 
And we hope our people will bless 
and support it." 

Asked on U.S. President Ron- 
ald Reagan's Middle East peace 
plan, announced in September 
1982. the King said: “President 
Reagan stresses from time to time 
that he still stands by his proposals 
and adheres to his commitment, 
but... his initiative is practically 
frozen by new developments, and 
1 think it is necessary to review the 
whole thing at a coming stage . The 
United States then wiU naturally 
be a party to the peace-making 
process, with all the concerned 
parties in the region, including the 
Soviet Union and probably all 
U.N. Security Council members.” 

The King said he does not have 
any plans to visit the U.S. in the 
near future, but that he would do 


so when circumstances allow and 
at the right time. 

U.S. ability weakened 

Jn answer to a question on U.S. 
policy in the area. aDd what would 
be called “a confused American 
policy that would lead lo more suf- 
fering in the Middle East" the 
King said: “There are many asp- 
ects of the situation that I do not 
see as satisfactory, nor do I find it 
acceptable at all. The most bew- 
ildering aspect is the recently- 
crystallised U.S. position into 
being an ally of one party in the 
conflict vis-a-vis that of a sup- 
erpower’s strong position, whose 
attitude to the conflict was to a 
certain extent questionable. 

“This in fact greatly affects U.S. 
ability to contribute to the est- 
ablishment of a just honourable 
peace in the area. There has been 
continued Zionist and Israeli act- 
ivities on the American scene 


Army air crash kills 
13 near Qatraneh 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian Armed Forces transport plane cra- 
shed Monday at 10:45 sum. in the Qatraneh area, some 80 kilometres 
south of Amman, on the road to Aqaba, kilting 13 people on board, the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra, reported. 

An Armed Forces spokesman, who did not identity the type of the 
' plane, was quoted by' Petra as saying that the crash was due to a 
technical feflure. He said that an officer and 10 soldiers as well as the 
pilot and co-pilot of the plane were killed in the crash. The plane was 
transporting miihary personnel to units in the south of the Kingdom, 
Petra said. 

A similar crash occurred last August in the Jerash area when a 
plane taking part in a training flight for a Royal Jordanian Air Force 
formation team crashed causing the death of the pilot, Lt . All Ahmad 
Hassan A1 Khawaldeh, and a resident in the Jerash area was killed 
and five others injured by the falling wreckage. 


French switch cuts MNF strength 


King receives message 
from Egypt president 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received Monday a 
message from Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak on the current 
Arab situation and principles for 
Arab and international efforts to 
activate the Middle East peace* 
process, the Jordanian News Age- ' 
ncy. Petra, said. 

The message, which was del- 
ivered by Mr. Mubarak’s political 
adviser. Osama A1 Baz. also inc- 
luded information on the outcome 
of the recent talks in Cairo bet- 
ween Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO.' Chairman Yasser 


PARIS (R) — France announced 
Monday that 4S2 of its soldiers 
serving with the Multi-National 
Force (MNFj in Beirut would ret- 
urn to the United Nations Interim 
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). at 
the end of this month. 

“The return of this element of 
the French force to UNIFIL obv-- 
iously does not change the mission 
of the Multi-National Force in 
Beirut, in particular the French 
contingent of this force.” the gov- 
ernment announcement said. 

It did not say whetherthe troops 
leaving Bemit would be replaced 
but defence sources said the total 
□umber of French soldiers in Leb- 
anon would stay the same, con- 
firming the Beirut contingent of 
2.O0M men would be cut by almost 
one quarter. 

French officials rejected sug- 
gestions that the move amounted 
to a first step towards pulling out 
the French contingent in the 


four-nation peace force, and ref- 
used to call it a withdrawal. 

But it coincided with moves by 
Italy to withdraw some of its tro- 
ops in Beirut and with mourning 
pressure on President Reagan to 
bring home the contingent of 
American Marines. 

The French contingent has 
come under increasing arrack rec- 
ently and withdrew from several 
positions around Beirut just bef- 
ore Christmas. The force has lost 
82 killed, including 58 par- 
atroopers in a suicide truck bomb 
attack on Oct. 23. 

Base attacked 

A rocket-propelled grenade 
was fired at the main base of the 
French contingent in Beirut Sun- 
day. but it did no damage, a 
French spokesman said in the 
Lebanese capital. 

The grenade was fired from a 


building 30(1 metres from the 
“Residence des Pins." hea- 
dquarters of the French con- 
tingent. and hit surrounding ear- 
thworks without causing cas- 
ualties. 

The shadowy “Islamic Jihad" 
organisation which has claimed 
responsibility for attacks on the 
MNF had threatened the French 
and the Americans with a “real 
earthquake" if they did not pull 
out by the end of iyS3. 

Officially, the Paris government 
has said it will not give in to bla- 
ckmail but. after visiting French 
troops at Christmas. Defence Min- 
ister Charles Hemu hinted at a 
reassessment of the situation in 
Beirut. 

French move seen as new security 
measure; Arab- American group to 
seek U.S. Marine withdrawal, 
page 2 


‘Israel’s security only pullout condition’ 


TEL AVIV tR) — IsraeTs only 
condition for withdrawing its tro- 
ops from Lebanon is the ach- 
ievement of “ security” arr- 
angements to safeguard northern 
Israel from cross-border attacks, a 
senior military source said Sun- 
day. ' 

“We have no other conditions 
for evacuating Lebanon.” he told 
reporters. 

Asked if Israel was backing off 
its demand that Syrian and Israeli 
troops pull out of Lebanon sim- 


ultaneously, the source said: “I 
think what I’ve said is clear eno- 
ugh.” 

The senior military source, who 
asked not to be named, also said 
the Lebanese army’s ability to 
control Beirut would determine 
future events in Lebanon. 

“I see black days ahead for the 
Lebanese army and government if 
the army does not make progress 
in Beirut,” the source said. 

“The Lebanese array’s per- 
formance also will determine 


when the U.S. Marines will pull 
out. If the Lebanese do not pro- 
gress or if the Marines suffer fur- 
ther casualties. the Americans will 
leave soon.” 

The source denied foreign and 
Israeli news reports that Israeli 
forces were planning to pull out of 
the coastal dty of Sidon. where 
they have been suffering inc- 
reasing casualties. 

“No such withdrawal is con- 
templated.” he said. 


Jackson meets Syrian president 


DAvtASv’US iR U.S. pre- 
sidential hopeful Jesse Jackson 
met Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad here Monday and said aft-, 
erwards his bid to free captured 
American pilot Lieutenant Rob- 
ert Goodman was at a very sen- 
sitive stage. 

. vlr. Jackson made a brief sta- 
tement to reporters at his hotel 
after a w-minuic meeting with, 
vlr. Assad at a villa on the out- 
skirts of Damascus but declined to 
answer questions. 

**'V- e arc a i a very sensitive stage 
of this appeal. We hope fully bef- 
ore this day is over we will have a 
final judgment. 1 intend to say 


nothing until the final decision has 
been made.” the black civil rights 
leader declared. 

vlr. Jackson said the meeting 
had been “very good and warm". 

A small group of reporters all- 
owed to go to the villa said vlr. 
Assad greeted vfr. Jackson and 
three members of his delegation 
outside, shook their hands and 
invited them Inside. 

After 7» minutes, the other del- 
egation members - churchmen 
' v illiam Howard and Jack vlen- 
dlcsohn together with vlr. Jac- 
kson's policy adviser Tom Porter 
- came out. vlr. Jackson and vlr.- 
Assad talked alone for another 20 


minutes. 

\1r. Jackson said President 
Assad “appeared to be in good 
health and in good spirits." rhe 
Syrian leader entered hospital last 
November for what officials said 
was appendix surgery. 

A candidate for the Democratic 
presidential nomination this year, 
vlr. Jackson was the first Ame- 
rican to meet vlr. Assad since his 
illness. 

“He listened intently as we 
made an appeal of mercy to rel- 
ease Lieutenant Robert Goo- 
dman.” vlr. Jackson said. 

“The mission of mercy con- 
tinues.” he added. 


Arafat and the Egyptian pre- 
sident. according to Petra. 

The Hussein-Baz meeting was 
attended by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. Prime Min- 
ister Mudar Badran. Royal Court 
Chief Ahmad Al Lawzi. Court 
Minister Amer Khammash. and 
Armed Forces Commander- 
in-Chief Lt.-Gen. Sharif Zaid lbn 
Shaker, the agency added. 

The Egyptian envoy was also 
due to fly to Iraq later to deliver a 
similar message to President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 


Little-known 
Arab group 
claims credit 
for explosions 
in France 

TRIPOLI. Lebanon (R) — A 
message claiming that an “armed- 
Arab struggle organisation" was 
responsible for two new yeai’ s eve 
bombings in southern France was 
issued to the press in this northern 
Lebanese city Monday. 

The message, written in Arabic 
and French and addressed to the 
French people, said: “We will not 
let only our children weep for the 
blood of the Baalbek martyrs" — 
an apparent reference to a French 
air raid in November on a pro- 
Iranian Shfite Muslim guerrilla 
base at the Lebanese city of Baa- 
lbek. 

The note was handed to jou- 
rnalists by an unidentified man. 

The “armed Arab struggle org- 
anisation" is a little known group 
believed to have made occasional 
claims to responsibility for pre- 
vious bombings. 

The bombs in France, which kil- 
led four people and injured more 
than 5U. exploded within half an 
hour of each other, one in Mar- 
seilles railway station and another 
in a train which had left Marseilles 
for Paris. 

French planes carried out the 
.Baalbek raid after a suicide 
truck-bomb attack on the hea- 
dquarters of the French con- 
tingent to the Beirut Multi- 
National Force (MNF) that killed 
58 paratroopers on Oct. 23. 

A bomb destroyed TripolPs 
French Cultural Centre Sunday 
two weeks after a fire believed to 
have been set by arsonists partly 
gutted the city’s French school. 

French and American troops in 
Beirut are under threat from the 
pro-Iran extremist “Islamic 
Jihad" movement which has thr- 
eatened retaliation if they did not 
leave Lebanon by the new year. . 

“Islamic Jihad" is believed res- 
ponsible for last year's string of 
bloody truck bombings Hi Leb- 
anon against American. French* 
apd Israeli targets in Kuwait on 
Dec. 12. 

France tightens security, page 8 


since 1956. We are possibly partly 
to blame for not defending our 
right in the American arena, and 
for leaving the door open for Isr- 
ael to buOd up its influence and 
presence on the TJ.S. political 
scene. Nonetheless, this is a que- 
stion of our rightful cause against 
the enemy's aggressiveness. 

“It is a challenge for us to con- • 
front in order to restore our pos- 
ition in the world, and we should 
in no way leave the stage for our 
enemy to move freely as they wish 
and reach their goals easily." 

*242 is just baas” 

Asked what Jordan’s -per- 
ception of a just solution to the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict that would 
also be practical the King said: “I 
believe the provisions of the U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 242. 
which may not satisfy some par- 
ties.... are good bases... but 1 am 
referring to the basis which does 


not admit the occupation of land 
by force and keeping it through 
war." 

“This entails Israeli withdrawal 
from all these lands. On the other 
hand the Palestinian Arab people 
should be given their right... and 
that the safety and stability of the 
area and the safety of all nations 
and states of the Middle East area 
be secured." the King added. 

Fez proposals 

On whether the resolutions of 
the Arab summit at Fez. Morocco 
in 1982 are still valid, and how. if 
so. they could be strengthened and 
made to live, the King said: 

“Fez decision are principles and 
titles. We tried to give them life, 
particularly through our end- 
eavours with the Palestinian bro- 
thers during the period which fol- 
lowed the Fez conference, to dev- 
elop the crystallisation of a 


Palestinian-Jordanian stand and 
to give mechanism to implement 
those decisions." 

PLO legitimacy 

Replying to a question on the 
current rift in the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation iPLO). the 
King said: “The Palestinian leg- 
itimacy is exposed to threats and 
dangers and there are evident bids 
to control and practise influence 
on it by Arab sister countries. I do 
not know the powers which might 
co-operate with them in this trend 
on the Palestinian arena, the Pal- 
estinian struggle and the PLO in 
particular. 

“We consider this act as illegal 
and unacceptable, and had it suc- 
ceeded. God forbid, to assume 
control over the PLO through its 
leaders or dominate it in one way 
or another . it would have not led 

(Continued on page 3) 


Badran confirms oil find 


By Afifah A. Kaloti 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran said Monday that 
there are encouraging signs that 
Jordan can produce oil in com- 
mercial quantities and the gov- 
ernment plansto intensify oil exp- 
loration activities in the country. 

Mr. Badran. speaking at a Teg- 
ular session of the National Con- 
sultative Council (NCC) presided 
over by its Speaker Suleiman 
Arar. was replying to questions by 
several NCC members regarding - 
the exploration of oil in Jordan. 

Mr. Badran said that laboratory 
tests conducted on the samples of 
oil found in Jordan shows that it 
contains only 1 .1 per cent of sul- 


phur which" makes it refinable at 
the Jordan Petroleum Refining 
Company at Zarqa. 

He added that* laboratory tests 
indicated that the samples consist 
of 55 per cent fuel oiL 35 per cent 
diesel and gasoline and lit percent 
benzine. 

Various stages 

Commenting on various stages 
of oil exploration in the Kingdom, 
Mr. Badran said that between 
1947 and 1976 14 wells were dri- 
lled at a cost of about JD 7 million. 

He said that the exploration was 
carried out by several foreign 
companies and the results were 
negative. 

The last well drilled in that per- 


iod. Mr. Badran added, was in the 
Azrak area in the Rajel Valley and 
the foreign company responsible 
for the project reported oil traces 
resulting from geological cracks 
and earthquakes. 

On the basis of the traces, the 
government directed its efforts to 
exploration studies financed by 
the treasury and gave res- 
ponsibility to the Natural Res- 
ources Authority (NRA) to dir- 
ectly undertake the signing of agr- 
eements with foreign expens on 
seismological surveys. Jihe prime 
minister said. 

(Continued on page 3) 

NCC denounces attack on embassy 
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Fateh talks reach final stages 


TUNIS (R) — Leaders of the 
Fateh commando group were Fri- 
day night hearing the end of len- 
gthy talks on Palestinian strategy 
following Yasser Arafat’s forced 
withdrawal from north Lebanon. 
Palestinian sources reported. 

They said Mr. Arafat and the 1 0 
other members of Fateh’s Central 
Committee were drafting a final 
communique which one source 
predicted would be released by 


Tuesday. 

Heads of Fateh, main faction of 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO). have held three 
days of talks on the next steps to 
be taken after the evacuation from 
Tripoli and Mr. Arafat’s surprise 
reconciliation with Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak. 

“The discussions have not been 
easy.” one committee member 
said. 


The committee — including 
Fateh founding members Farouk 
Kaddoumi. the PLO's foreign aff- 
airs spokesman, and Abu lyad. 
generally considered as the 
group's number two behind Mr. 
Arafat — have been meeting at a 
tightly-guarded villa in a Tunis 
suburb. 

Mr. Arafat was believed to have 
(Continued on page 3) 


Iraqis destroy 5 enemy naval targets 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Monday its navy and air force had 
destroyed five "enemy naval tar- 
gets’’ at the northern tip of the 
Gulf and downed an Iranian hel- 
icopter gunship in a battle with 
Iraqi jets over the same area. 

A high command communique 
also conceded that two Iraqi jets 
had been lost. 

Iran had earlier said its jets had 
shot down two Soviet-made Iraqi 
warplanes, identified as a 
Sukhoi-22 and a MiG-23, during a' 


dog-fight Monday morning. 

The Iraqi communique said a 
convoy had been detected early 
Monday in the Khor Mousa area 
which leads up to the Iranian port 
of Bandar Khomeini at the nor- 
thern tip of the Gulf. 

It said the convoy was attacked 
by Iraqi naval and air units and 
four of the “enemy naval targets" 
destroyed. 

A fifth vessel from the convoy 
was also destroyed as it tried ro 
flee the area, the communique 


said. 

It said other "naval taigeis" had 
scattered and fled in confusion. 

The communique said Iran sent 
several helicopter gunships to the 
aid of the convoy and intercepting 
Iraqi pilots reported seeing one 
U.S.-made Chinook helicopter 
crashing in flames into the sea. 

The only Iraqi losses were the 
two jets, according to the com- 
munique. which added “we hold 
the Iranian side responsible for 
the safety of the pilots." 


Lagos coup leader names ruling council 


LONDON (R - Nigeria's new 
ruler. vtajor-Gencral vlchammad 
Buhari. has named the members 
of (he supreme military council 
which replaced the civilian adm- 
inistration toppled in a- bloodless 
coup on Saturday. ' 

I’he list was announced on 
Radio Lagos, monitored by the 
British Broadcasting! corporation, 
l’he exact number of council 
members was not clear but it app- 
eared there were more than 12. 

I'he council also appeared to 
include one civilian whose name 
was heard as S.N. lyang. 

Gen. Buhari is named head of 
the federal military government, 
commander-in-chief of the armed 
forces and chairman of die cou- 
ncil. 

Other senior members of the 
council include the chief of staff, 
supreme headquarters, whose 
name was heard as Brigadier Sin- 
tia Isiako. vlinisicr of Defence 
vlajor-General Bali, Chief of the 
Army Staff vlajor-General Ibr- 
ahim Babangida. the chief of the 



Mohammad Buhari 
na\ al staff whose name was heard 
as x'ommodore Augustin Ayk- 
omo. and the chief of air staff. Air 
Vice Marshal Ibrahim Alfa. 

Brig. Saleh Abacha. the man 
who made the first announcement 
ot the coup early on Saturday 
morning, is also included among 
the members of the council. 

The radio said Gen. Buhari had 


approved the appoint ment of 
G.A-E. Longe as secretary to the 
federal military government. 

Reports from around the cou- 
ntry in the Nigerian press and by 
the Nigerian news agency. NAN. 
spoke of complete calm after the 
coup. 

Lagos wore an almost normal 
look with Nigerians expressing 
surprise and delight at the friendly 
attitude of soldiers in combat gear 
manning road blocks. 

There was no firm word on the 
fate of the ousted president. 
Shchu Shagari. although informed 
sources said he had been detained 
in Abuja, the site of Nigeria’s pla- 
nned new capital, on Friday night. 

The sources said Vice-President 
Alex Ekwuene and House of Rep- 
resentatives Speaker Benjamin 
v’haha, who were taken from their 
homes early on Saturday morning, 
were under detention in a Lagos* 
military camp. 

A coop to combat corruption? 
page 4 
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Israelis reopen Awali Bridge 


AWALI BRIDGE, Lebanon (R) — Long lines of 
vehicles and crowds of pedestrians began moving 
slowly through this Israeli checkpoint into South 
Lebanon Monday as Israeli troops reopened the cro- 
ssing after a three-day shutdown. 


At mid-morning, several hours 
after the bridge reopened, about 
1 .UUO pedestrians and a queue of 
trucks about 1.5UH metres long 
were still waiting to cross. 

The bridge, and iwo other 
Lsraeli-controlled crossing points 
into southern Lebanon, had been 
closed since last Thursday eve- 
ning. Israel announced without 
warning or explanation on Friday 
morning that they would not reo- 
pen until Monday. 


State-run Beirut Radio said a 
second checkpoint at Bisri Bridge 
about IS kilometres inland had 
also reopened. There was now 
word on the third crossing point at 
Niha in the Shouf Mountains. 

At the Awali Bridge, ped- 
estrians waited for up to an hour to 
cros^ as Israeli soldiers and mil- 
itiamen of their right-wing Leb- 
anese ally Major Saad Haddad 
inspected the identity documents 
of all travellers. 


Israeli military sources in Tel 
Aviv said the shutdowns were for 
technical reasons. But there was 
no indication at the bridge that 
any change in procedures had 
been made. 

Journalists saw no sign of imp- 
roved security or of efforts by the 
Israelis to speed up passage. 
Trucks have to wait for days in 
sight of the crossing before they 
are allowed through. 

The slow checkpoint pro- 
cedures have contributed to mou- 
nting anger at the Israeli occ- 
upation and at the damage that 
local officials say is being done to 
the region’s economy by isolating 
the south from the rest of Leb- 
anon. 

Local inhabitants are also inc- 


reasingly angered by Israeli act- 
ions to suppress protests and 
armed attacks on their men. 

On Sunday night two grenades 
were thrown at an Israeli patrol in 
Sidon. southern Lebanon’s pri- 
ncipal city, without causing inj- 
uries and Israeli troops opened 
fire over the heads of dem- 
onstrators at the village of Kfar 
Tibnit. 27 kilometres southeast of 
Sidon. 

Security sources said the Isralis 
opened fire when crowds of vil- 
lagers stopped a patrol from det- 
aining two inhabitants. 

The Israelis left without the 
men. but returned at 2:U0 a.m. 
Monday and detained another vil- 
lager. the sources said. 


Former CIA chiefs urge 
Marines’ pullout from Beirut 


WASHINGTON <R| — Three 
former directors of the U.S. Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency tCIA: 
Sunday called for the withdrawal 
of U.S. Marines from Beirut, arg- 
uing the presence of the troops 
was exacerbating the Lebanese 
conflict. 

In an interview on NBC tel- 
evision V* Meet the Press." two of 
the former CIA chiefs. Admiral 
Stansfield-Tumerand Mr. William 
Colby, described the presence of 
1 .Still Marines in Beirut as “ina- 
ppropriate" to a multinational 
mission. 

“We should not be sending sup- 
erpower forces to a peacekeeping 
mission. The Marines are not a 
peacekeeping force." said Mr. 
Colby, who headed the CIA dur- 
ing the administrations of Richard 
Nixon and Gerald Ford. 

“ If our purpose is to support the 
(Antin' Gem aye I government, we 
should be doing it with a military 
aid system and advisers, not with 
Marines." he said. 

Adm. Turner, who served as 
director of the CIA during the 
Jimmy Carter administration, 
argued that the Marines could no 
longer be viewed as neutral pea- 
cekeepers because since Sep- 


tember they had “clearly entered 
the Lebanese conflict on the side 
of the Geraayel government** 

Adm. Turner said President 
Reagan had a “graceful option” 
for withdrawing the Marines — 
redeploying them on U.S. ships 
stationed off the Lebanese coast. 
He said small contingents could be 
sent in daily to patrol Lhe Beirut 
Airport area. 

Other sectors of Beirut are pat- 
rolled by French. British and Ita- 
lian troops in the Multinational 
Force. 

In a separate interview on ABC 
Television’s This Week With 
David Brinkely. James Sch- 
lessinger. a CIA director and later 
defence secretary during .the 
Nixon and Ford administrations, 
said a Marine pullout was the only 
option for Mr. Reagan unless he 
was willing to step up U.S. military 
involvement to change the bal- 
ance of power in Lebanon. 

Mr. Schlessinger said Lebanon 
was not a vital U.S. interest and 
did not require a major dep- 
loyment of U.S. military force. 

Mr. Reagan is facing increasing 
pressure to withdraw the Marines. 
Opposition Democrats Sunday 
demanded a swift pullout. 


Saudi Arabian prince 
prepares to visit Egypt 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabian 
Prince Taial Ibn Abdul aziz said 
Monday no political significance 
should be attached to a visit he will 
make to Egypt next weekend alt- 
hough it will be the first by a senior 
member of the Saudi royal family 
since Egypt made peace with Isr- 
ael in 1979. 

In an interview with Reuters. 
Prince Tala! stressed he was going 
to Cairo in his role as president of 
the Arab Gulf Programme for the 
United Nations Development 
Organisations (AGFUND). He 
set up the fund in I9KI to channel 
aid to U.N. projects working chi- 
efly to alleviate disease and hun- 
ger in the Third World. 

Prince Tala! said he understood 
he would be received by Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak but he 
would not be taking any message 
from his brother. King Fahd. The 
visit was set up long before last 
month’s controversial Cairo' visit 
by Yasser Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation. 

Prince Taial said about two mil- 
lion Egyptians were being helped 
by projects partly financed by 
AGFUND to develop basic health 


services, fight the crippling wat- 
erborne disease, biiharzia. and 
help with education for the blind. 

The Prince said: “Wherever 
AGFUND goes. 1 go. It would be 
rather strange to visit Colombia in 
Latin America and not Egyptian 
Arab country of almost 47 million 
people." 

Comtributors to AGFUND are 
Saudi Arabia. Lhe Sultanate of 
Oman. Kuwait. Bahrain. Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates. 
Iraq is a member but. owing to the 
cost of the war with Iran, has had 
to suspend contributions. 

Prince Taial said he hoped that 
delays in getting 19N3-S4 con- 
tributions from Qatar and the 
Emirates, totalling MU million, 
were a result only of adm- 
inistrative problems. 

He said the fund had so far dis- 
bursed a total of SI 20 million on 
projects in 46 countries. Saudi 
Arabia is the biggest donor, acc- 
ounting for about 65 per cent of 
AGFUND disbursements which 
are made only to U.N. schemes 
and on condition they do not exc- 
eed 50 percent of a project’s total 
cost. 


France redeploys troops in new security measure 


, By Kate Dourian 

i Reuter 

J 

BEIRUT — The French pullout 
that led to heavy fighting in Beirut 
over Christmas was part of a new 
security plan for the safety of Fra- 
nce’s 2.000 troops in the Lebanese 
capital who have come under inc- 
reasing arrack recently. 

The withdrawal from two pos- 
itions around the Shatila Pal- 
estinian Refugee Camp in Beirut’s 
southern slums came during a visit 
by Defence Minister Charles 
Hemu who flew out after the lat- 
est truck-bomb attack on the 
French. 

Since then the paratroopers are 
known to have pulled out of at 
least three other strongpoims and 
re-deployed in new positions aro- 
und the city. 

' The withdrawal from Shatila 
left the Lebanese Army con- 
fronting Shi ite Muslim gunmen 
and brought three days of heavy 


fighting between them in which at- 
least 60 people died and more! 
than 2UU were wounded. *•* 1 

“We did it for the more efficient 
security of our soldiers, but you 
must remember we are still under 
a national command." the spo- 
kesman for the French contingent 
to the Beirut Multinational Force, 
Colonel Philippe de Longeaux 
said of the pullout. 

Lebanon's deputy chief of mil- 
itary intelligence has said the 
French gave the Lebanese Army 
only 10 minutes warning before 
the 30 French soldiers were wit- 
hdrawn from Shatila. 

This had not been sufficient 
time for the Lebanese Army to 
take over the sensitive positions 
close to anti-government Shfite 
militia in “a calm "operation”, he 
said. 

Troops of the Italian contingent 
to the Multinational Force were 
also apparently ignorant of the 
French move. An Italian soldier 


said he woke up on Dec. 24 to find 
the Frdnqh had packed up and left’ 
without-a word* • I . - . ■« ' 

Col. de Longeaux. however, 
brushed aside the Lebanese cha- 
rge, saying the French command 
was constantly in contact with the 
Lebanese Army. He said the pul- 
louts were made with the agr- 
eement and on the advice of the 
Lebanese Army. 

A Defence Ministry spokesman 
in Paris said President Amin 
Gemayel and the Lebanese chief 
of staff knew several days in adv- 
ance and gave their approval for 
the pullout from Shatila. 

Col. de Longeaux indicated that 
the fighting after the French wit- 
hdrawal showed the importance of 
the French force's role in Beirut. 

“Thirty men are removed and it 
triggers all of this, which proves 
that our presence even in small 
numbers can prevent a clash. 

The French contingent has been 
Lhe target of most attacks against 


the Multinational -Force since its 
arrival in September 19R2. The 
truck bombings against the French' 
and U.S. bases on Oct. 23 killed; 
5tf French paratroopers and 241 
U.S. Marines. 

Just before Christmas, a French 
soldier and 15 Lebanese were kil- 
led when a truck carrying more 
than a ton of explosives rolled to 
within 50 metres of a French reg- 
imental command post and blew 
up. 

In recent weeks French troops 
on patrol around Beirut have 
come under increasing attack by 
grenade-throwers who invariably 
escape even when the French ret- 
urn the fire. 

The “Islamic Jihad" org- 
anisation. the fundamentalist 
group which claims to have carried, 
out all major attacks against the 
Multinational Force, has thr- 
eatened the French and Ame- 
ricans with a “real earthquake" 
unless they pulled out by Jan. 1. 


Heavy 
fighting 
reported in 
W.Sahara 

PARIS (Rj — The Polisario Front 
said Monday its forces killed 75 
Moroccan soldiers and destroyed 
23 vehicles in continued heavy 
fighting in the Western Sahara 
desert. 

A front communique carried by 
the Algerian News Agency APS 
said Polisario forces surrounded 
the Moroccan troops east of the 
Bou Craa Phosphate Mines on 
Saturday. 

The Polisario says it has killed 
329 Moroccans and destroyed 123 
vehicles over three days in the dis- 
puted former Spanish Colony 
where it is fighting Morocco for 
independence. 

Last month it said over 25.UUU 
Moroccan troops had launched a 
major anti-guerrilla offensive in 
the- desert. 

But there has been no official 
confirmation of fighting from 
Morocco, which accuses Algeria 
of financing the front. 

Arab- American 
group to seek 
Marines pullout 

AMMAN (R) — The Federation 
of Arab-American Organisations 
will begin applying pressure on the 
U.S. administration to withdraw 
the Marines from Lebanon, the 
federation's president was quoted 
Monday as saying. 

In an interview with the daily AJ 
Dustour newspaper. Dr. Moh- 
I ammad Mahdi said the federation 
would also push for the wit- 
hdrawal of Israeli troops from 
Lebanon, adding that the U.S. 
government was capable of ach- 
ieving this. 

Mr. Mahdi has just ended a 
five-day visit to Jordan. He and a 
delegation from the federation 
had earlier visited Damascus in an 
unsuccessful attempt to win the 
release of captured American 
navy pilot Lieutenant Robert 
Goodman. 

Gulf health , 
"irintsters 

neet 

ABl JHABIiOpf-.’NA The 
Ibih conference of Arab health 
'ministers from so\en Gulf cou- 
ntries opened here Monday to 
consider a wide range ot issues, 
from upgrading of services to tra- 
ining ot medical and paramedical 
personnel. 

I'he ministers will also discuss 
health education, upgrading of 
mother and child care sen ices in 
the Arab ' orld and aid lor vic- 
tims of natural disasters. 

Further points on the agenda 
include public participation in the 
cost ol medical services and tre- 
atment of nationals falling sick 
abroad, equipping of hospitals and 
the unification of curricula in hea- ■ 
1th institutes and nursing schools. 


Four killed in Tunisian riots 


TUNIS (R) — Four people have 
been killed in rioting in Tunisia 
since last Thursday, the Tunisian 
Interior Ministry said Monday. 

In a statement quoted by the 
Tunisian News Agency TAP. the 
ministry said security forces were 
now in control but there had been 
violent incidents and public and 
private property had been looted. 

Diplomatic sources said that in 
the city of Kasserine troops were 
on patrol Monday in jeeps and 
armoured personnel carriers in a 
show' of force, and schools and 
. government offices had been clo- 
sed. 

The riots, which were in the 
Kabilt. El Hamma. Kasserine and 
Gafsa areas, were provoked by 
“jobless and idlers”- the ministry 
said. 

Earlier, medical sources said 
-gunfire killed three people and 
wounded 19 in riots Sunday in 
Kasserine. 200 kilometres from 
here in the depressed south-west 
of the country following sharp inc- 


reases in the price of bread. 

The Interior Ministry statement 
did not link the riots to price nses. 

Government officials said there 
were also incidents in Douz and 
Kabiii. on the edge of the Sahara 
desert. 

TAP said President Habib Bou- 
rguiba chaired a meeting Monday 
morning attended by Prime Min- 
ister Mohammad M?ali and the 
ministers of defence and the int- 
erior. 

Government-controlled bread 

prices rose by 70 per cent Sunday 
and angry youths attacking a sup- 
ermarket in Kasserine were que- 
lled by police using tcargas and 
small arras, one source told Reu- 
ters by telephone. 

Local residents said the rioters 
burned shops, cars and a petrol 
station and attacked a national 
guard office. Monday, the city was 
described by diplomatic sources as 
tense but qifiet. 

Some shops were open but 


bread was not being sold, a dip- 
lomat with local contacte said, 
adding: “There is concern that the 
rioting could begin anew.” 

Last October, the government 
said it would end subsidies on 
grain products including the sta- 
ples bread and couscous to help 
cut its budget deficit. It also pro- 
mised to increase wages and social 
security deficit. It also promised to 
increase wages and social security 
benefits but" many of the poorest 
are still badly off. diplomatic sou- - 
rces said. 

One diplomat said: “There is 
deep resentment in the south and 
west of the country which are the 
most economically depressed 
areas and receive much less dev- 
elopment aid from the gov- 
ernment than other regions." 

There were no details of the dis- 
turbances in Gafsa. a mining town 
south of Kasserine which was the 
scene of a Libyan-backed rebel 
anack in January 


Free West Bank seen possible 


NEW YORK (A.P.) — If the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank 
“were to be associated with Jor- 
dan... or become an independent 
state, fairly rapid development 
could occur" in the area, an Ame- 
rican economic consulting firm 
says. 

“If the area were annexed to 
Israel, emigration would probably 
increase.” according to Wharton 
Econometric Forecasting Ass- 
ociates Inc., but “economic dev- 
elopment would probably sta- 
gnate. given the history of die last 
few years and the poor economic 
development record among the 
Arabs resident in Israel.” 


Wharton says that if the West 
Bank became independent or joi- 
ned up with Jordan, “investment 
capital likely, would arrive from 
Jordan, other Arab states. Pal- 
estinians working abroad, the 
United States and other nations. 
The new entity would probably 
quickly attract the human res- 
ources. from among Palestinians 
now residing abroad, it needs for 
economic development, and no 
longer lose the talent it produces 
in impressive numbers." 

In an economic study of the 
West Bank issued this month, the 
firm notes that currently“the eco- 
nomy of the West Bank is small 


and relatively static- with growth 
and development largely det- 
ermined and controlled by the Isr- 
aeli military government." 

It adds that “if the status quo 
continues.” this basic pattern “will 
most probably persist. If true West 
Bank autonomy were to be ini- 
tiated. which left economic dec- 
isions mainly to the Palestinians, a 
modest degree of development 
would most probably occur... 
Another political option is the 
possible expulsion of large num- 
bers of Palestinians... Such a move 
would most likely further unb- 
alance the West Bank economy." 


Turkish Cypriot leader proposes 
Greek resettlement of Famagusta 


NICOSIA t R! — Turkish-Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash Monday 
proposed the reopening of Nicosia 
International Airport and the res- 
ettlement of Greek Cypriots in the 
former tourist resort of Fam- 
agusta. now deserted in Turkish- 
occupied northern Cyprus. 

Mr. Denktash made the pro- 
iposals in a statement, in, the ncur-. 
'them. Turkishicxxupied'sector of 


as a “New Year's peace off- 
ensive." - - , 

But it was not immediately clear 
whether the proposals went much 
further than those announced 
previously by the minority Tur- 
kish Cypriots on the ’ Med- 
iterranean island. 

Mr. Denktash' s statement out- 
lined the Turkish-Cypriot com- 
munity’s proposals for a “peaceful 
federal solution to the Cyprus 
problem". He said that, to reduce 
tension and remove obstacles in 
the path of progress for a peaceful 
settlement, the Turkish-Cypriot 
side was making offers and hoping 
the Greek-Cypriot side would 
respond favourably. 

Mr. Denktash proposed the 
resettlement of Greek Cypriots to 
parts of Famagusta (known in 
Turkish as Varoshah the island’s 
most popular resort until Turkish 


troops invaded northern Cyprus in 
1974 and Greek Cypriots fled 
south. 

As the Turks approached; the 
Greek Cypriots, who owned most, 
of the resort's hotels, abandoned" 
the resort, which has since become 
a ghost town.. surrounded by bar- 
bed wire and Turkish troops. 

. ..’JTh e-T urkish !Cyp nots h 4vI?jpnS- 
viotisly proposedthb resettlement 
"of Greet Cypfiotsin the town but 
Monday’s reference by Denktash - 
to resettlement 1 “under interim 
United Nations- supervision and 
administration" was seen by obs- 
ervers on the Turkish-Cypriot side 
as possibly a new element. 

The Greek Cypriots have rej- 
ected previous Turkish-Cypriot 
proposals for allowing Greek 
Cypriots back to Famagusta, say- 
ing this would imply recognition of 
a separate Turkish-Cypriot side of 
the island divided by the Turkish 
invasion. 

Mr. Denktash’s other main 
proposal Monday was the reo- 
pening of Nicosia International 
Airport, closed to normal traffic 
since the Turkish invasion and 
controlled by U.N. forces. 

Since then, the Greek Cypriots 
■have used Larnaca Airport while 
the Turkish Cypriots have used 


the small Ercan Airport near Nic- 
osia. U.N. forces and VIPs use 
Nicosia International Airport, 
next to the "Green Line” buffer 
zone. 

Mr. Denktash said Monday the 
Turkish-Cypriot side was not ins- 
isting. as before, that the airport 
be run by the two ethnic com- 
munities “on the- basis of equ- 

• alitO-Jttifrt ... - • 

rhTsTtime. he proposed reo- 
pening the airport "under interim 
UiN. administration" and"for the 
mutual benefit" of the two com- 
munities. 

Across the “Green Line", the 
internationally-recognised gov- 
ernment of Cyprus made no imm- 
ediate comment on Denktash’s 
proposals. Officials said the gov- 
ernment needed time to study the 
statement. 

Mr. Denktash. who unilaterally 
declared an independent “Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus" 
last November, also proposed 
Monday the reactivation of a U.N. 
committee on missing persons and 
the setting up of bi-communal 
committees to discuss trade, tou- 
rism, travel, municipal problems, 
water and environmental que- 
■■stions as well as the possibility of 
opening a joint university. 
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2248 Alexis Koran's Rhythm and 
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0840 New Ideas 8fc48 Re Sections 88:45 
Sports Round-up 8148 World News 
8149 Commentary 81:15 Pied Piper 
01:36 Welcome Yule Part 1 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260. SW 7200, 9565 . 11740. 

11925 and 15210 KHz 
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report, science and medicine, sports 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITION 

“ Senegalese Tapestries at the Jordan 
National Gallery. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 6151026/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council .... 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre — 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

V.W.CA 41793 

Y.W.MA. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 36111 

University of Jordan Library 843555 


MUSEUMS 

FoBdore Mnartnu: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean okL Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries}. The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a m . - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan Archaeslo^cal Museum: Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal AJ OaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.tn. 
(Fridays and official holidays 1 0.00 a.m. 
4.00 p-in-). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gafloy; Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary idamfe artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 *.»■ , 

1 JO pjn. and 330 pan. - 6.00 p-m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs’ Memorial fMUhary Mwenmhi 
■ Collection of military memorai 1 dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. * 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
n m -4 pjn. Closed Saturdays. TeL P 
664240... J 


Poptoar Life of Jordan Mnseum: |0tT to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.U0 a_m_ - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

lions Amman CMl Meetings every 
Erst and third Wednesday at the Tvche 
Hotel 130 p.m. 

Uons PUladdptiia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel- 1.30 p.m. 
PhHaddpHa Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Ctab, Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Imercominental HoteL 2.U0 p.m. 
Royal Automobile dub. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL KI526I. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic j 
Jabal Amman, leL 24590. 

Church of the A nmm c la rinn (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

De la Salle Church [Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Chunk of the Aiurnnciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

AagBean Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
75261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh. 71751. 

Aminat Imernadoaa! Church (Inter- 
denominational); meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani, 66324V. 


PRAYER TIMES 

85:12 — Fajr 

‘ftj"37 (Sunrise) Shurvq 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport teL (08) 53250. 
where it should always be verified. 
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.... Frankfurt. Damascus (LH) 
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OS’- 4 ® : - - Cairo fRJ) 

0fe30 — ■ Beirut iRJ) 

®&38 — Damascns(RJj- 

0*40 Damascus. Frankfurt <LH) 

— - Aqaba (RJ; 

Cairo fEA) 

0945 Beirut (MEAj 

— — Tripoli ( RJ > 

10=45 Cano. Tunis (Tunisian Air) 

Vienna. New York (RJ) 

U=38 Athens. Copenhagen (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

1"1* *.. Riyadh. Dhahran (Saudia) 

!2s3 ® Rome. Madrid (RJ ) 

Urnaca IN) 

Cairo (EA) 

J** iKAC) 

— » Kuwait, Dhahran (Rl) 

Cairo (EA) 


20:15 Baghdad (RJ) 

2ft30 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

28-JO Cairo (RJ) 

21:30 Bangkok [Rl) 

8245 Cairo (EAj 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Lead sdUbuy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 66.6* 67 

Dutch guilder (2p 121.7 

Egyptian guinea 321/ 325 

French franc 44.6/ 44 9 

Iraqi dinar 371/ 375 

■Italian tire dor Umi 22.3f 22 25 

Japanese yen (for lUOj 159.7/ 160.7 

Kuwaiti dinar 1265.6/ 127o 

Lebanese lira 67.5> 69 

Omani riyal 1U66Z 1U73 

0 atari riyal 101/ 102 

Saudi riyal 105.7/ 106 

Swedish crown 46.2' 46.5 

Swiss.franc I7U.I/ 17I.| 

Syrian lira 57/ 5R 

UAE dirham 1004/ 102 

U.K. sterling pound 538.2/ 541.4 

U.S. dollar 3705/ 372 J ' 

W. German mark 135..3- (36.6 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

U wiH be doudv. with light and variable 
winds which will be gradually changing 
to northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

, Low 1 high temperature in deg.C. 

Aqnnan — 

Aqaba ... |IK2! 

Deserrt 4' 15 

Jordan Valley lu/Ji . 

Yesterday's high* temperatures: 
Amman- 11, Aqaba 19. Humidity rea- 
dings; Amman Rl) per cent. Aqaba 49 
percent- 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance — 193.75111 

Firstaid. fire, police 1 V9 

Blood bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22fi9u-j 

Police rescue 192.21111.37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co 363RI-2 

Municipal water service 71125 -k 

Oueen Alia Int. Airport .. (OR) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre ^ 813813-32 
KhaKdi Maternity. J. Amman 442S1-4 
Akifeh Maternity. J. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas, J. Amman 36I4U 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

Univenity Hospital R45R45 

Dar AJ-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

Al-Muashcf Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdali 665292 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664164 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 77101-3 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 75111 

Army. Mirk a ujgij 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Fayez Hussein Jallouqa 24027 


Dr. Faruq Hussein Noor 3818** 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 33171 

Berjawi pharmacy 56585 

Salim pharmacy : 1 — ) 

Na'im pharmacy 723) 0 

Ghassan pharmacy 744v7 

Neil taxi 44433 

Grand Palace taxi 667079 

Medical City taxi 813X13 

Faisal taxi 22051 

Rashied taxi 22023 

Taial umi 25051 


DtBID 

Dr Nayef Gharaybeh 2260 

Mu' am mar pharmacy 75770 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Muleed Dhamra XS522 

Al Adham pharmacy ’ (_i 

general 

Jordan Television 73111 

Radio Jordan 741 1 1 

Ministry of Tourism ] 42311 

Hotel complaints 6664)2 

Price romplaiats 661176 

Telephone: 

Information j ■> 

Jordan and Middle East' c^Z"! ifi 

Overseas calb j7 

Cable or telegram IX 

Repair service II 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper 'lower price 
Apple (Double Red) 

Apple (Golden) 

Apple (Station) 

Apple (Smith) 

Apple (local) 

Banana 

Banana (Muksmraar) 

Beans 

Cabbage | 

Carrot 

Cauliflower (white) 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small) 

Oates 

Eggplant (Targe) 1; 

Eggplant (small) 


™ fils per kg. 

370 / 350 

370 '350 

370/350 

220/ 1 xu 

220/lso 

27U ' 220 

...... 230 / 20tj 

240 / 

....... 60' 40 

...... 150/(30 

«0' 50 

200' 150 

3RU / 250 

180' 150 

....... R(// SO 

■■■— 150 /J 00 
400 ' 300 


Garlic 

Grapes (white) 

Grapes (black) 

Grapefruit 

Guava 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Mallow 

Olives 

Onion (drv) 

Okra 

Oranges (Abu Surrei _ 
Oranges (Shammouiij . 

Pears 

Pepper (sweet) 

tapper (hot green) — 
Potatoes 


360/320 

...... 700 / 600 

...... 700/601 

120 ' 90 

400 ' 30U 

140/110 

80/ 60 

...... 130/100 

— 160 ' 140 

— 350/200 

— 150/130 
-....150/ 100 
230 ' 1R0 

— 170/130 
-....700 / 650 

— 170/120 

— 170/ 120 
...... 160 1 120 
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Aden women’s seminar 
probes occupation plight 


AMMAN (Petra) — Head of the 
Women’ s Department at the Min- 
istry of Social Development But- 
hainah Jardaneh said a recently 
concluded seminar in Aden on the 
role of Arab Women in con- 
fronting Zionist plans rec- 
ommended continued coo- 
rdination between various Arab 
women's organisations in future 
international conferences and 
forums to highlight the struggle 
and sufferings of Palestinian 
women in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. 

Mrs. Jardaneh. who rep- 
resented Jordan in the three-day 
seminar concluded Dec. 26, said 
the meeting discussed research 
papers and studies on the straggle 
of Palestinian women in particular 
and Arab women in general for 
confronting Zionist plans and 
their danger to the Arab World in 
addition to the role of Palestinian 
women in the socio- political str- 
uggle against Zionist occupation 
over the years of Israeli occ-* 
upation in 1967. 

The seminar also discussed 
ways for exposing Israel crimes 
and arbitrary measures against the 
Palestinian people in and outside 
the occupied Arab territories. 


Dajani, embassy 
official review 
planned visit 
by French team 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director of 
the Amman Chamber of Industry 
Ali A1 Dajani Monday discussed 
with the economic advisor at the 
French embassy arrangements for 
meetings with Jordanian bus- 
inessmen by a French economic 
delegation, scheduled to arrive in 
Amman on Jan. 13. 

Mr. Dajani said that the del- 
egation which represents French 
industrial equipment supply cor- 
porations will meet a number of 
officials in various Jordanian sec- 
tors. with a view to developing 
trade and industrial relations bet- 
ween Jordan and France. 

The visit Is co-organised by the 
French foreign trade centre and 
the French embassy in Amman. 


The meeting, which was att- 
ended by women social leaders 
from various Arab countries, also 
recommended the setting up of a 
voluntary women’s fund to be con- 
tributed to by Arab governments. 
Mrs. Jardaneh said. 

The fund is suggested to invest 
accumulated money . in various 
projects part of whose revenues 
are to be allocated for assisting 
Palestinian martyrs families in and 
outside the occupied territories, 
she added. 

At the cultural level, the sem- 
inar recommended exposing Zio- 
nist plans throughout the world 
with the help of publications, films 
and by the use of international and 
regional forums. Mrs. Jardaneh 
said. 

She said it also recommended 
offering assistance and support for 
popular academic institutions in 
the occupied territories and ext- 
ending aid to the Arab Studies 
Society in Jerusalem for enc- 
ouraging its scientific and aca- 
demic research. 

She added that the est- 
ablishment of an open Arab uni- 
versity for facilitating higher edu- 
cation for Palestinian students was 
also stressed by the seminar. 


Mohammad 
condoles 
Balkaz family 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Highness 
Prince Mohammad Monday eve- 
* nin g visited the Balkaz family 
house and conveyed to them his 
.condolences on the death of Walid 
Jamal Balkaz. an official at the 
Jordanian embassy in Madrid who 
was killed on by an unidentified' 
gunman Thursday. 


Jordanian 

doctors 

perform 

successful 

cancer 

operation 


AMMAN (J.T.J — A Jordanian 
medical team has succeeded in 
removing a cancerous tumour 
from the head of a five-year old 
boy at A1 Bashir government hos- 
pital m Amman, a report in A1 
Dustour newspaper said Sunday. 

Dr. Ibrahim A1 Simadi headed 
the team of surgeons who con- 
ducted the three-and-a-half hour 
operation. 

.The tumour removed on Wed- 
nesday, weighed 32U grammes, 
according to the report. 

The boy, named Samer Moh- 
ammad Khalil, was admitted to 
King Hussein Medical Centre in 
February 1982 only to be returned 
for more treatment at A1 Bashir 
Hospital. It was at A1 Bashir Hos- 
pital that the tumour was dis- 
covered on March 5, 1982. 

Following the second ope- 
ration, the boy’s condition wor- 
sened the family carried him to the 
West Bank where he was admitted 
to Hadassa Hospital for tre-. 
atment. but to no av ail 

The boy by this time had been 
suffering from semi paralysis in 
the left Teg and left arm and later 
lost appetite and was unable* to 
move. According to Dr. Simadi. 
the operation was very sensitive 
and dangerous as the result could 
be either total failure or total suc- 
cess. He added that complete suc- 
cess can be established in two 
years’ time unless other com- 
plications come up. 


Industrialists receive NCC denounces attack 

r\ r\ 1 _ _ ... _ . _j 1 * 

on embassy in Madrid 


98 loans worth 
JD8,450,000 from IDB 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ind- 
ustrial Development Bank (IDB) 
has granted 98 loans amounting to 
J D 8.450,000 in Jordan. 

Fifty four of these, amounting' 
to J D 4,769.000, are to be used for 
financing the purchase of mac- 
hinery and tools while the other 44 
worth JD 3,681,000 are for fin- 
ancing the purchase of raw mat- 
erials. 

The bank sources said that it has 
agreed to issue six Dew industrial 
loans at an amount of JD 168.000. 
Two of these, worth JD 19,000. 
will be allocated for financing the 


expansion of two projects for pro- 
ducing men's leather shoes in 
Madaba and ready-made clothes 
in Amman. Four loans worth JD 
149.000 will be used for financing 
the purchase of raw materials for 
industries producing plastic cov- 
ers. drip irrigation pipes, marble, 
cement tiles and ready-made clo- 
thes. 

The sources said that the added 
value to the GNP which these pro- 
jects will yield during the first year 
of production amounts to JD 
277.000, in addition to providing 
new job opportunities. 


Teachers to get higher 
pay, more work deal 


Civil courts requested 


AMMAN (J.T.J — The Fed- 
eration of the Jordanian Cha- 
mbers of Commerce has sent a 
memo to Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran asking that those violating 
the Ministry of Supply regulations 
should be tried by civil courts ins- 


tead of military ones, according to 
a story in the Jordanian daily Sawt 
AI Shaab. In case such a pro- 
cedure is untenable, the memo 
requested that violators should be 
tried at military courts in their cit- 
ies of residence instead of con- 
fining trials to Amman. 


AMMAN (J.T.J — The Ministry 
of Education plans to increase the 
salary of teachers at its schools in 
exchange for an increase in their 
educational tasks, according to a 
ministry spokesman. 

He said that the ministry is also 
conducting a study in cooperation 
'with the University of Jordan and 
Yannouk University aimed at rai- 
sing the efficiency and standard of 
teaching in both academic and 
vocational training fields. 


2 hurt in 
lorry accident 

AMMAN (J.T.J — Two people 
were seriously wounded in a road 
accident which occurred on 
Amman-Zaiqa motorway, acc- 
ording to a story published Mon- 
day in the Jordanian daily AI Ra’i. 

The accident took place when 
the driver of a lorry proceeding 
from Amman to Zarqa lost con- 
trol of his vehicle, careered on to 
the opposite lane and collided 
with a petrol bowser of the Jor- 
danian Petroleum Refinery Com- 
pany. 

The two injured drivers were 
taken to the military hospital in 
Marka for treatment. 


King pledges to continue efforts 


** (Continued from page 1) 

to our considering it as a jus- 
tification. 

“We say it again that this sit- 
uation is irregular and it was imp- 
lemented by arms and pro- 
vocation and collaboration of a 
group of Palestinians. 

“ We do not consider this act as a 
courageous one representing the 
Palestinian Arab people and their 
aspirations, 

“Our position is clear cut. We 
consider the PLO as existing and 
its existence and continuity is a 
fact, subject to its ability to return 
to the popular basis and to derive 
its strength and justifications for 
Hs existence and the continuity 
thereof from the people it rep- 
resents.” 

Lebanese tragedy 

On Lebanon, the King said the 
main reason for the country’s tra- 
gedy “is, in my view, closely rel- 
ated to the reasons that cause ins- 
tability in the region we live in. 
The reason for the failure to reach 
a just and honourable solution to 
the Middle East conflict that gua- 
rantees Palestinian rights greatly 
affects chances to find a solution 


for the Lebanese problem. 

“Efforts made throughout last 
year for solving the problem made 
no progress because of det- 
erioration in the world situation 
and the increasing tension bet- 
ween the . U.S. and the Soviet 
Union. This reality is immensely 
suitable to Zionism and Israel and 
their aim of internationalising the 
conflict, which threatens our Arab 
identity, our present and future 
and pan-Arab ties.” 

The King pointed out that the 
Israeli forces, which are still pre- 
sent in Lebanon, “were supposed 
to have left Lebanon by the beg- 
inning of 1 983 .” In addition, there 
are also forces of a brotherly Arab 
country, which should have also 
withdrawn from Lebanon. 

“The goal has been and should 
remain the restoration of Leb- 
anese sovereignty over all part of 
Lebanon and preservation of 
Lebanon's independence and ter- 
ritorial integrity. I frankly think 
that the circumstances prevailing 
in Lebanon and factors interacting 
on its soil have obstructed the arr- 
ival at such a desired conclusion, 
and will continue to foil efforts for 
achieving it unless such goals are 


redefined and restressed.” 

On threats of Lebanon being 
partitioned, the King said: “I 
completely oppose the current 
trend we see in Lebanon, and 
which might be seen elsewhere in 
the Arab World in the future, for 
dividing us into factions and min- 
orities; a situation that best suits 
Israel's hegemooistic ambitions 
enabling it to become the region’s 
superpower. I believe a scenario 
to this effect iscurrently being car- 
ried out.” 

Pan- Arab action 

On Pan-Arab action, the King 
said: “A first step for shouldering 
our responsibilities effectively is 
to revise the Arab League Charter 
in a way that enables the majority 
to have an effective say that can be 
embodied in practical steps end- 
orsed by afl. This is the way for 
adopting a clear policy and thus 
we can enforce a position which 
earns us respect throughout the 
world.” 

Gulf war 

On the Iran- Iraq war, the King 


“The essence of the conflict is 
• not that of disputed territories or 
borders, as this can be possibly 
solved at the negotiating table ; the 
issue' is much related to Iran's rel- 
ations with the region’s states 
which should be based on mutual 
respect, non-interference in either 
party’s internal affairs. 

“It seems to me that the int- 
rinsic goal behind the war is dis- 
integrating the region and ent- 
renching divisions among bro- 
thers. If such attempts happen to 
succeed, the Arab region and the 
whole of the Arab Nation will be 
affected. We support Iraq because 
we believe ifs a rightful stand.” 

The King expressed pride of the 
stand adopted by Jordan in sup- 
port of the Iraq at a very early 
stage of the war. He added: “The 
conflict poses an obvious threat to 
the Gulf region as it gives the cha- 
nce for external forces to con- 
centrate hs presence in the region 
and weaken it. This would divert . 
the Arabs effort away from more 1 
vital and essential issues. It is a 
tragedy to all of us." 


Badran confirms oil discovery in Jordan 


(Continued from page 1) 

Such surveys were conducted in 
various parts of the Kingdom cov- 
ering a total length of about 
11.500 k Home ires, Mr. Badran 
said. 

Various agreements 

An agreement was signed bet- 
ween Jordan and the Iraqi Nat- 
ional Petroleum Company under 
which the Iraqi company sent a 
seism ological team in mid-1983 
which covered up till now a dis- 
tance of 722 kilometres, he said. 

"While the team provided us 
with technical expertise. Saudi 
Arabia provided us with the nec- 
essary equipment,” Mr. Badran 
added. 

After mid-1983. he said, an 
agreement was signed with a Yug- 
oslav company to set up a 5,000- 
metre deep drflling rig. 

Jordan also signed various agr- 
eements with French, British and 
American companies for the nec- 
essary technical expertise,-!*© said. 

He added that in mid-1983 an 
agreement with a Romanian com- . 


puny was signed for a 4,000-metre 
deep rig. 

Until now, he said, seven wells 
in the Azrak and Reesheh areas 
have been drilled by . the Rom- 
anian and Yugoslav companies. 

The Yugoslav company drilled 
two wells in Azrak, namely Rajel 
Well 2- and 3, where oil was found 
in small quantities, the prime min- 
ister said. “The significance of the 
exploration lies in the existence of 
moving oil in the lower layers 
which is considered to be an imp- 
ortant turning point in the exp- 
loration field,” he said. 

First indications 

Mr. Badran added that another 
three wells were drilled in Azrak 
and “four days ago the drilling 
reached a depth of 2.927 metres 
with oil traces appearing at depths 
of 1 ,570 and 2 ,000 metres but on a 
very tittle scale.” 

According to preliminary tests 
conducted on cylindrical samples 
from an oil carrying layer ind- 
icated that at depth of six metres 
the region could produce 400 bar- 


rels a day. he said. 

Drilling is still going on to reach 
depths of 3,500 and 4,000 metres 
according to the capabilities of dri- 
lling rigs in the site, he added. 

Technical studies, he pointed 
out, have reported promising signs 
of the existence of another oB 
layer and “the results of tests car- 
ried out on this layer would appear 
within the next few days.” 

Clearer reports expected soon 

“There are many complicated 
technical issues and the technical 
studies are expected to give a cle- 
arer report in the near future,'' he 
said. 


Mr. Badran said that the qua- 
ntities of underground oil reserves 
cannot be determined unless the 
drilling at the site is terminated 
but “there are good indicators of 
the existence of good quantities 
and it has been proved that the 
available quantities are ext- 
ractable and usable." 

After wells will be drilled in the 
future at a distance of three kil- 
ometres from the present site to 
locate the oil basin and to start dri- 
lling for production, the prime 
minister- said. 

He pointed out that oil pro- 
duction would follow studies on 
the exploration stage which sho- 
uld indicate the exact quantities. 


Fateh leaders hold talks 


(Continuer! from page I) 

begun the discussions with an exp- 
lanation of his decision to meet 
Mr. Mubarak. His colleagues sha- 
rply criticised him for not con- 
sulting them beforehand. 

But the critics stopped short of 
condemning the idea of a rec- 


onciliation with Egypt, which is 
still officially boycotted by the 
Arab League for signing a sep- 
arate peace treaty with Israel in 
1979. 

‘ Diplomatic sources expected 
that Mr. Arafat would convince 
his Fateh colleagues of the need to 
mend fences with Egypt 


The ministry hopes to make a 
university degree or its equivalent 
the minimum qualifications nee- 
ded for practicing teaching at Jor- 
danian schools, the spokesman 
said. 

According to the ministry the 
step is to be taken in a bid to stem a 
trend among teachers who take up 

jobs after workhours, which is 
incompatible with the nature of 
their profession. 


Airport 
gets 2 . 
water wells 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Natural 
Resources Authority (NRA) has 
completed the drilling of two dri- 
nking water wells at the Queen 
Alia International Airport area. 
Preliminary results indicated that 
one of the two wells produces 90 
cubic metres per hour. 

The drilling of the two wells 
aims at providing the airport with 
enough drinking water, which is 
currently supplied from Amman. 
And this affects the supplies to the 
neighbouring areas. 


Drive on to 
eradicate adult 
illiteracy 

in Jordan 

- Abdul Rahman AI Abbonshi 

Special.to the Jordan Tunes 

" 

, AMMAN — A study compiled by 
i the ministry of education reveals 
that 34.6 percent of the Jordanian 
population, or nearly -357.000 
persons, are illiterate. 

The study, prepared by Mr. 
Abdul Karim AI Moraani, the dir- ■ 
ector of adult education and era- 
dication of illiteracy at the min- 
istry. stressed government policies 
in eradicating illiteracy, and the 
various difficulties encountered in 
educating adult Jordanians. It also 
reviewed developments in edu- 
cation in the country in 1921 and 
outlined programmes for the fut- 
ure. 

By opening literacy- centres 
around the country, the ministry 
hopes to reduce the number of ill- 
iterate people, offer equal opp- 
ortunities to Jordanians in edu- 
cation. vocational training and 
make citizens more productive 
after they have acquired new tra- 
ining ana skills, the study said. 

it said that most of the 01 iterate 
people are above 15 years of age 
and are offered education in eve- 
ning classes to Enable them to read 
and write and do simple ari- 
thmetic. 

But this only conforms with tra- 
ditional methods and falls far beh- 
ind the ministry's aspirations and 
long-term goals, the study added. 

“We aim at developing adult 
education in Jordan but we are 
confronted with a number of obs- 
tacles and constraints which make 
our task difficult.” Mr. Momani 
said. 

At present, he explained, the 
ministry of education is solely in 
charge of educating illiterate adu- 
lts but in fact this should be the 
responsibility of all public and pri- 
vate institutions. The ministry’s 
comprehensive campaign to spr- 
ead education among all illiterate 
Jordanians requires funds est- 
imated at JD 20 million, and unl- 
ess the ministry is supported by 
.external sources it cannot und- 
ertake the whole task. Mr. Mom- 
ani said. 

He said that the ministry enc- 
ounters difficulties in raising suf- 
ficient funds, recruiting sup- 
ervisors and trainers, lacks tec- 
hnical facilities and equipment' 
and faces other obstacles in its 
endeavours. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A number of National Con- 
sultative Council (NCC) members Monday den- 
ounced the recent criminal attack on the Jordanian 
embassy in Madrid Thursday. 


The NCC members stressed in 
their Monday session that the tree 
of life in Jordan grows and yields 
fruit when watered with the blood 
of martyrs, and said that the des- 
picable crime strengthens the 
Jordanian people's integrity and , 
loyalty to the wise leadership of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

The members emphasised that 
ali those living on Jordanian soil 
are invited to protect their country 
and inflict punishment on the cri- 
minals who try to obstruct its pro- 
gress by assassinating its sons who 

are working in its embassies thr- 
oughout the world. Such crimes 
should be duly punished whatever 


the price, the NCC members said. 

The NCC Monday session app- 
roved three draft laws amending" 
the laws on lands and buildings 
covered by municipal civic plans, 
the Amman Water and Sewerage 
Authority and the law on public 
sewerage of municipalities and 
areas within their plans. 

The reason for the amendments 
was given as the lack of a sta- 
ndardised basis for taxes on bui- 
ldings and land property, which 
has Ted to varying evaluations of 
such properties and the value of 
taxes imposed on them. 

The government’s justification 
for the amendments pointed out 


that the currently effective law is 
insufficient for covering the 
rapidly-developing situation con- 
cerning this, and its application 
often lead to injustices which sho- 
uld be dealt with on a new basis. 

The amendment of the other 
two laws is closely related to the 
buildings and lands issue, the gov- 
ernment's reasoning goes on. 

According to the new law, the 
minister of finance is to reduce the 
tax imposed on a building by 5t) 
per cent if the owner proves that 
the building has by no means beeD 
occupied throughout the year sub- 
ject to evaluation. In such a case, 
other reductions are provided for 
in the new law. 

The NCC then resumed dis- 
cussion of the draft law for control 
over insurance works and app- 
roved the eighth article as pro- 
posed by the government and the 
ninth and tenth articles as app- 
roved by the council's legal com- 
mittee. 


Social security network to extend 
pension law to cover all workers 


AMMAN (Petra) — Social Sec- 
urity Corporation’ s Director 
General Farhi Obeid said that all 
working people in Jordan not cov- 
ered by the pension law are to be 
covered by social security services. 

In a press conference on Mon- 
day moniing. Mr. Obeid pointed 
out that the number of employees 
registered under social security 
until the end of 1 983 was 204.000 
— 56,000 of whom were reg- 


istered last year. 

Mr. Obeid added that the actual 
assets of the corporation were J D 
67 million at the end of 1983. 

Mr. Obeid went on to say that 
„ amongst the people covered by 
security are 143.000 Jordanians, 
in addition to 61.000 workers 
from various Arab and foreign 
countries. 

Pension salaries the corporation 


has allocated until the end -of last 
November amounted to 515. tot- 
alling J D 45 1 .000. The number of 
people who benefitted from the 
one payment compensation for 
service injuries was 225 to whom 
about JD 94.000 was issued, he 
said. 

Worker casualties amounted to 
12.428 in iyfi3 and the amount 
spent on their treatment was JD 
707.000. he added. 


Senegalese tapestries blend 
the old and new magnificently 


By Meg Abn Hamdan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The exhibition of 
tapestries from Senegal at the Jor- 
dan National Gallery this week 
takes you by surprise. No-one, 
unless they are already familiar, 
with this art form, can be prepared 
for these huge wall-hangings, so 
rich in colour and design, and so 
beautifully woven. 

They open up a whole new 
world to discover, a world where 
Western values about art — par- 
ticularly those concerning the 
importance of originality and the 
divisions into “fine”, “dec- 
orative” and “craft” — have little 
relevance and customary def- 
initions have to be broadened. 
The tapestries are thus not only 
visually exciting; they also present 
a stimulating challenge. 

The 15 artists taking part in the 
exhibition all belong to a 
government-backed institute con- 
cerned with the promotion of tal- 
ented young Senegalese craftsmen 
and women called the Man- 
ufactures Senegalaises des Arts 
Decoratifs (MSAD). 

A small tapestry division was 
one of the first official ventures of 
.this organisation and a group of 
artisans was sent to France in 1 964 
in order to learn various weaving 
techniques. 

The first tapestries, made as 
they still are with wool from the 
place they studied in France — 
Aubusson — were so successful 
.that a new “National Tapestry 
Works” was opened two short 
years later in 1 966 in Thies, a vac- 
uated military site about 80 kil- 
ometres from the capital, Dakar. 

Stunning art 

The reason the tapestries were 
and still are so successful seems 
easy to find — they are stunning 
works of art. But there is more to it 
than that; these tapestries are, as 
President Senghor said in an ina- 
ugural message at the opening of 
the MSAD( reprinted in the cat- 
alogue to the exhibition) a “mir- 
acle of combining harmoniously 
technology from the outside with 
the traditional culture which is felt 
on the inside.” The artists while 
using French-taught expertise to 
produce finely-made handcrafted 
products, have at the same time 
drawn on their own rich stock of 
ancient myths and legends and on 
the colourful lushness of tropical 
Africa for their designs and ima- 
ges. Hence the tapestries are full 
of birds, animals, trees, plants and 
human figures depicted in a won- 
derful spectrum of bright and gor- 
geous colours symbolically. 

This latter element may be dif- • 
ficult to understand, so important . 
is the role of originality in Western 
art. But for Africans, like the Chi- 
nese, this is not so. Their ancestor 
devised how to draw a jug, a 
human profile, simple perspective 
in the most economical yet exp- 
ressive way and that is how con- 
temporary artists in Senegal still 
draw them today. Because of this. 



“Tann" by Senegalese artist Daouda Diouk 


the tapestries taken as a whole 
exude a special sense of satisfying 
continuity and harmony. 

Coming with the exhibition was 
a representative from MSAD. and 
by seeing which were her favourite 
pieces one started to understand a 
little more about the tapestries. 
One of these was Khalifa Gueye’ s 
“Council” which depicts not so 
much a group of figures but their 
clothes — beautifully flowing 
robes decorated with motifs of 
concentric squares 'and circles in 
rich and unusual colours that con- 
veyed the rhythmical swaying of a 
ritualistic dance. 

ART REVIEW 

Another tapestry which man- 
ages to express that very abstract 
notion of music perfectly is Mossa 
Samb's “Player of the Flute". 
Here among a thousand whirling 
■ colours that echo his own simple 
. figure is the musician from whose 
attenuated instrument exude 
more colours in shapes and forms. 
These make you feel they were 
generated by the music itself. 

Graceful movement 

Many of the artists use birds in 
their ' designs perhaps because 


their graceful dynamic forms suit 
the movement, the flow the wea- 
vers try and incorporate in their 
designs. Perhaps the most pow- 
erful is Bocar Dioug’s “Raven” 
around whose curved beak and 
glinting eye colours sweep out like 
the beating of great wings. Then 
there is Alassane Diop’s more 
gentle “Bind Under Moonlight” 
whose splendid plumage glows in 
the greys of the night. Finally 
there is Daouda Diouck’s“Tann" 
— a huge form rising up in more 
sombre tones of black, karki and 
russet. 

Diouk like all the weavers has 
employed an interesting tec- 
hnique which suggests depths and 
shadows. These are of areas of dif- 
ferent toning colours diminishing 
concentrically, like the contours 
on a map. 

Other marvellous works include 
Abdoullaye Ndiaye's “Horse” 
whose fear and panic, flight and 
fall are caught in a series of mov- 
ements superimposed on top of 
one another and M.L. Thiam’s 
abstract weaving called “The Ass- 
embly” that represents something 
essentially African. These and 
‘many others can be seen in this 
highly relevant exhibition until 
Monday Jan. 9. 

All the tapestries are for sale. 
Prices range from JD 430 to JD 
1,270. 


/ 
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pays the price? 


A “senior military source" in Tel Aviv was quoted as saying Sunday 
that Israel's only condition for withdrawing its troops from Lebanon 
is the achievement of security arrangements to safeguard northern 
Israel from cross-border attacks. “We have no other conditions for 
evacuating Lebanon," the source told reporters. 

Considering that the Lebanese-lsraeli troop withdrawal agreement 
of May 17 is. in Israeli eyes, a good framework in which security for 
Israel's northern border can be achieved, it is difficult to judge just 
what the “senior" Israeli source meant by his statement. Did be mean 
that Israel did not insist any more on the U.S. -sponsored accord, 
which would have assured for Israel more than jnst a secure border? 
Was his government in effect backing off its demands that Syrian and 
Israeli troops pull out of Lebanon simultaneously? Or is Israel playing 
yet another game with the Arabs and, for that matter, the Americans? 

if these questions are difficult to answer, let us ask one more: Has 
anything so serious happened since Israeli Premier Shamir's visit with 
U.S. President Reagan in late November, when the two ruled out any 
possibility of scrapping the May 17 agreement, in order to make Israel 
change its stance on Lebanon. literally overnight? And if so, what is 
this thing? 

The worsening economic situation in Israel, perhaps? If a freeze on 
building Jewish settlements in the West Bank was contemplated, why 
not a withdrawal from Lebanon also? 

Or is it tbe different mood in Washington about the presence of U.S. 
Marines in Beirut, and about the meeting in Cairo between PLO 
Chairman Arafat and President Mubarak, that is prompting the 
Israelis to reconsider their position on staying in Lebanon? 

No doubt tbe mounting resistance against the Israeli occupation of 
the Lebanese south, whether the passive or the armed struggle or 
both, is weighing heavily on tbe Israeli mentality and thinking. But is 
it the major factor behind Israel's new soft line on withdrawal. 

The departure of Mr. Arafat and his men from Lebanon, coupled 
with the continuation of Syria's adamant line on a simultaneous 
withdrawal, too could have had an effect on Israeli thinking. But if H 
did, what kind of an impact should it have had? And how? 

It seems that, for Israel to show flexibility on Lebanon now, ass- 
uming that tbe reporters' source is reliable and he also reflects his 
feeders' thinking that is, things must be changing to some extent. Just 
what these changing things are, we need just a little bit more time to 
find out. It is an outside chance that Israel is finally coming to accept 
the Lebanon invasion asa big disaster, and that it had better get out as 
i 'fast as it can. 


Al Ra’i: Just a smokescreen 


THE CURRENT controversy within the Israeli military and pol- 
itical circles over the freezing of settlements underlines an imp- 
ortant fact: That the United States is after all able to exercise real 
pressure on Israel and change the course of Zionist policies in the 
region. 

We of course do not belittle the power of the Zionist lobby in 
the United Slates, yet one should by no means exaggerate its role 
or influence nor should one minimise Washington’s ability in 
forcing the Zionist enemy into abiding by international principles 
and U.N. resolutions. 

Therefore the international community can and should blame- 
the United States for the wars of genocide which the Israelis have 
been waging on the Arab people over the past three decades. The 
United States is responsible for Israel's obstruction of peace ini- 
tiatives and the implementation of U.N. Security Council Res- 
olution 242. issued in 1967. 

It is wrong to blame only the Zionist enemy for its actions in our 
region and for its invasion of Lebanon or the building of set- 
tlements on expropriated Arab lands in the West Bank. It is with 
U.S. money that Israel is building these settlements and with U.S. 
weapons it is launching wars on the Arabs. We should not be 
taken in by the current controversy in Israel on the building of 
settlements. Any freezing of settlements is but a temporary mea- 
sure. a breathing space for the military authorities to pick up their 
breath in view of the current recession and Israels deteriorating 
economic situation. This temporary freeze does not signal any 
change in U.S. policy or a reduction of Washington’s aid to the 
Zionist enemy. 


Al Diistour: PLO leaders face challenge 


PUTTING THE Palestinian leadership's house in order should 
now acquire the first and foremost priority over other con- 
siderations within the PLO. We believe that all future moves 
should be aimed at reviving Palestinian institutions and national 
councils where PLO leaders can review the past events and arrive 
at correct solutions. 

The reconvening of Palestinian councils is bound to regroup the 
various conflicting factions and open the way for their rec- 
onciliation. Despite all the obstacles placed in the way of the 
legitimate PLO leadership to achieve the goals. PLO leaders 
should pursue their efforts towards reconciliation and ending all 
disputes and differences within the PLO groups. The convening of 
the PLO meetings in Tunis is the first step towards this goal. 

The PLO is now proving that it still holds the initiative, but it 
should know that the road is long and hard. The call for the Tunis 
meeting is an encouraging sign that the PLO leaders are on their 
way to reach a compromise. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Learning from the past 


THE PLO leaders now planning to hold their meetings in Tunis 
face a big challenge: How to restore solidarity among its groups 
and so achieve a crucial step which enables them to achieve the 
aspirations of the Palestinian people. 

Any talk about a new PLO strategy and a new political ori- 
entation should be preceded by a real assessment of the Arab and 
Palestinian situations and by a thorough study of possible future 
plans of action by the Palestinian revolution. The leaders now 
converging on Tunis should realise that divisions among PLO 
groups are bound to limit any future actions and prevent the 
fighters from pursuing the struggle against the Israeli enemy. 

The PLO leaders in Tunis should consider measures to make up 
for the past losses in Lebanon. Making up for such losses lies in 
escalating the resistance against the Israelis in the occupied Arab 
lands. 

Resistance activity can restore the PLO's prestige in the Arab 
World and can win the total support of the population under 
Israeli rule. 


Ron, Islam, and a new standard of shame 




By Rami G. Khouri 


ONE OF the most 'difficult 
aspects of the new year ritual in 
recent years is having to read 
through Lhe annual statement 
by the American president on 
the Soviet invasion of Afg- 
hanistan. President Ronald 
Reagan made his statement on 
December 27. and, having read 
it and lived to recount the det- 
ails. 1 feel obligated to review 
the matter, but with some of 
my own remarks that draw att- 
ention to the parallels that Mr. 
Reagan understandably neg- 
lected — the parallels between 
a Soviet occupation of an Isl- 
amic countiy that the United 
States opposes, and the Israeli 
occupation of an Islamic land 
(Palestine) that the United Sta- 
tes. directly or indirectly, fin- 
ances and perpetuates. 

Following are excerpts from 
Mr. Reagan's statement on 
Afghanistan, with my own 
remarks in parenthesis: 

“For four long years, the 
Soviet Union has occupied that 
unhappy land." {For 16 long 
years, the American -financed 
Israelis have occupied the West 
Bank and Gaza.) 

“But for four long years the 
brave Afghan people... these 
Islamic fighters in a faraway 
land have given new meaning 
to the words courage, det- 
ermination and strength. They 
have set the standard for those 
who value freedom and ind- 
ependence everywhere in the 
world .*’ (But for 16 long years, 
the brave Palestinians... these 


Islamic fighters in a faraway 
land have given new meaning 
to the words courage, det- 
ermination and strength, just 
as we in the United States lea- 
dership have set ihe standard 
for those who practice dup- 
licity. hypocrisy and moral fai- 
lure everywhere in the world, 
by our cheap, expedient, mer- 
cantile and shallow cultivation 
of friendship among Islamic 
rebels in Afghanistan while we 
finance and arm the Israeli 
occupation that generates the 
Islamic rebellion in the West 
Bank and Gaza.) 

“With little in the way of 
arms or organisation, the vast 
majority of the Afghan people 
have demonstrated that they 
will not be dominated, and that 
they are prepared to give their 
lives for independence and fre- 
edom. The price they have so 
willingly paid is incalculable." 
(With only stones thrown by 
students and little else in the 
way of arms and organisation, 
the Palestinian people have 
shown that they will not be 
dominated, and are prepared 
to give their lives for ind- 
ependence and freedom, as 
they have shown in their str- 
uggle for self-determination 
and freedom since 1915. The 
price they have paid is inc- 
alculable. as is the depth of our 
own failure and the consistency 
of our policy as the backer of 
occupation, racism and inh- 
umanity in the land of Pal- 
estine.) 


“It is not only the Afghans 
themselves who oppose the 
Soviet occupation of their cou- 
ntry. but virtually the entire 
world community”.” (It is not' 
only the Palestinian people 
themselves who have for- 
mulated a political programme 
that seeks to co-exist with 1 st-' 
ael on the basis of two equal 
States with sovereignty and 
independence, and who have 
formed the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO I as 
their sole legitimate rep- 
resentative: but virtually the 
entire world community has' 
accepted the principle of Pal- 
estinian national seif- 
deLermination and the rec- 
ognition of the PLO as the log- 
ical and legitimate rep- 
resentative of die Palestinians. 

<r. . 

Only Israel and we. the Lfaited 
States of America, stand alone 
and against this tide of mod- 
eration and reason .) 

“This has been dem- 
onstrated rime and rime again 
in five consecutive votes of the 
United Nations General Ass- 
embly. when resounding maj- 
orities of the world's nations 
called upon the Soviet Um'on 
to end its occupation of Afg- 
hanistan." (This has been 
demonstrated time and time 
again, at least 50 or 60 times in 
votes of the United Nations 
General Assembly and the 
Security Council, when res- 
ounding majorities of the 
world 1 s nations called upon 


Israel, and we. its financial, mil- 
itary and diplomatic supporters 
in the United States, to end the 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza. We have con- 
sistently opposed the will of the 
majority of nations on the Pal- 
estine issue, though we support 
it on the Afghan issue, because 
it is our duty, as a great power, 
to display equally great sta- 
ndards of moral decay and dup- 
licity.) 


-The struggle for a free Afg- 
hanistan continues... because 
of the Afghan’s people's own 
desire to be free, and their str- 
uggle will continue until a neg- 
otiated political settlement can 
be found to allow the Afghan 
people to determine their own 
destiny." The terrorism of the 
Palestinians continues, bec- 
ause they continue to pursue 
senseless policies that are 
based on their refusal to submit 
to the military and political 
might of the American- Israeli 
combine, and they refuse to 
understand that the best they 
can ever expect is to accept our 
offer of limited self-rule and 
autonomy, and only to par- 
ticipate in the determination of 
their own future. Islamic rebels 
in Afghanistan should det- 
ermine their own destiny. Isl- 
amic rebels in Palestine should 
accept half-way solutions of 
autonomy and self-rule bec- 
ause this is the most that Israel 
will allow the American pol- 
itical svstem to offer them.) 


“Thus, we mark the fourth 
anniversary of the Soviet inv- 
asion with sadness and con- 
tinued indignation." (Thus, we 
mark ihe I7rh year of 
American-financed Israeli 
occupation of Palestine by inc- 
reasing our military and fin- 
ancial grants to Israel to over 
S2.5 billion a year, ahd by set- 
ting in motion a process of con- 
sultation that will bring Israeli 
and American activities in the 
Middle East into a much tig- 
hter operational mesh. We are 
convinced that only by inc- 
reasing the might of the opp- 
ressors of Islam can we ever 
hope to forge closer ties with 
the Islamic states of the Arab 
World.} 


“Let all of us who live in 
lands of freedom take ins- 
piration from the spirit and 
courage of the Afghan pat- 
riots... and let us resolve that 
their quest for freedom will 
prevail, and that Afghanistan 
will become, once again, an 
independent member of the 
family of nations." (Let all of 
us who abuse freedom resolve 
yet again to ignore the reality 
of a Palestinian nation that ref- 
uses to prostrate itself in front 
of the guns of America or Isr- 
ael. and let us pledge ourselves 
once again to take inspiration 
from, one offer generous rew- 
ards to. those brave Israelis 
who have taught us so much 
about the practice of sup- 
erpower shame. For truly, this 


is a great shame for America, 
and 1. as president of this land, 
am proud to lead .this nation 
into yet another year in which 
American money in rhe Middle 
East finances Israeli occ- 
upation and oppression, Ame- 
rican diplomacy follows a blind 
path based on the ultimate fear 
of an Israeli veto of onr pol- 
icies, and American soldiers 
are dying by the hundreds in 
faraway lands into which they 
have been sucked by the force 
of the Israeli militaiys pen- 
chant for expansion and occ- 
upation. Let us all resolve yet 
again that Palestine shall never 
live, that the inhuman Islamic 
terrorists of the PLO shall one 
day learn from their brave Isl- 
amic brothers in Afghanistan, 
and that America will forever 
finance and arm the forces of 
darkness in the world.) 


“Clearly, a neutral and 
non-aligned Afghanistan 
would not be a threat to its 
huge Soviet neighbour." (Obv- 
iously. a neutral non-aligned 
and demilitarised Palestinian 
mini-state would be a totally 
unacceptable and clearly mor- 
tal danger to the free, dem- 
ocratic state of Israel, which is 
the world's seventh military 
power, a world leader in the 
development of sophisticated 
military technology and is sup- 
ported fully by the United Sta- 
tes. the world's leading sup- 
erpower and purveyor of false 
ethics.) 


S. Lebanon: Mounting resistance to occupation 


By Andrew Tamowski 

Reuter 


S1DON. Lebanon — Four months 
after pulling back to the Awali 
River and virtually cutting the 
South off from the rest of Leb- 
anon. the Israeli troops in sou- 
thern Lebanon are seen as an 
army of occupation and face an 
upsurge of popular resistance. 

In Sidon. principal city of the 
region, sporadic armed attacks on 
Israeli troops have multiplied in 
recent weeks and business, rel- 
igious. civic and political leaders 
are openly adding their voices to 
anti-Israeli protests. 

Last week a call for a one-day 
general strike against the Israeli 
occupation shut Sidon down tight. 

Most ominous for the Israelis, 
political commentators say. is the 
mounting anger of the region’s 
Sunni and Shi'ite Muslims over 
heavy-handed Israeli security 
measures and repression. 

The southerners’ anger could 
herald a long and bloody res- 
istance against the Israeli array. 

Since late December the mos- 
que have become focal points of 
communal protest, with meetings 
attended by Sunni. Shi'ite and 
Christian religious leaders as well 
as civic notables of every creed. 

The stirring calls of prayer lea- 
ders to drive the occupying troops 
from southern Lebanon are ans- 
wered by roars of “Israelis out" 
from the congregations. 

Complaints in the South reflect 
outrage that Israeli troops can act' 
with impunity in Lebanese ter- 
ritory. There are demands for the 
Beirut government to send the 


Lebanese army to take over. 

With Palestinian guerrillas long 
gone, the Israeli military presence 
makes no sense to the southern 
Lebanese, unless, as they suspect. 
Israel s ultimate purpose is ann- 
exation of this heavily-populated' 
.region of an estimated 950.000 
inhabitants comprising about a 
quarter of Lebanon-. 

Israel's action in all but isolating 
the South from the rest of Leb- 
anon. behind the fortified Israeli 
lines along the Awali River, is the 
fundamental grievance in the 
area. 

That and other measures con- 
tributing to what businessmen say 
is the- strangulation of economic 
.life in the region are justified by 
the Israeli military on “security" 
grounds. 

But at the Awali bridge che- 
ckpoint just north of Sidon. one of 
only three crossing points into 
Israeli-occupied territory, the 
slowness with which Israeli troops 
let vehicles through implies more 
than just security concerns. 

The delays and humiliations 
imposed on travellers smack, at 
the least, of punitive intentions 
towards the local population. 

Israeli troops spend as much 
time lounging around as searching 
vehicles for explosives and wea- 
pons. 

Soldiers sit joking on top of an 
armoured personnel carrier ost- 
entatiously blocking the road to a 
single car which has been per- 
mitted to advance from the long 
line of trucks that wait for days to 
be inspected. 

Lines of Lebanese civilians have 
to walk one kilometre into 


Israeli-held territory along a nar- 
row walkway flanked by barbed 
wire. Laden with bundles and pla- 
stic bags, they look like refugees in 
their own country. 

Just north of the checkpoint the 
emptiness of the once-busy hig- 
hway stretching 4(.i kilometres to 
Beirut underlines the eff- 
ectiveness of the Israeli-imposed 
isolation of Sidon and the South. 

Last week, when the Israelis 
suddenly shut down all three cro- 
ssing points for four days, the 
mood among Lebanese blocked at 
the Awali bridge was a mixture of 
helplessness and anger. 

In Sidon. Israel's measures aga- 
inst the mounting attacks and pro- 
tects have particularly enraged 
residents' sensibilities. ’ 

Troops knock on doors at 2 a.m. 
to make arrests. Patrols are acc- 
used of returning attackers’ fire 
without regard for casualties 
among passers-by. 


The bodies of slain people are 
not returned to their families but 
buried without ceremony in what 
one civic leader called “ an insult 
to our traditions." Their widows 
and children are evicted and their 
homes razed to the ground. 

Two imams (prayer leaders; 
have been arrested. Troops have 
surrounded the home of another, 
placing him under virtual house 
arrest. 

They have broken into and sea- 
rched the home of Sidon's Sunni 
Mufti (chief jurist;, detaining his 
son. They have ordered protesters 
out of one mosque and sur- 
rounded another with armoured 
vehicles and troops with dogs. 

Local officials say the Israelis 
are .holding. 125 people from 
Sidon in detention. 

"This is why you have res- 
istance." Mayor Ahmad Kalash 
told reporters. “We can do not- 
hing. They don't tell us when they 


make arrests..." 

“People are fed up. They want 
peace and freedom and they feel 
they are a playground for the bat- 
tles of others." 

Mr. ICalash said city revenue 
had fallen 70 per cent because of 
economic paralysis under the Isr- 
aelis and agricultural earnings in 
the region were down by a similar 
proportion. 

According to Nazih Al Bizri. 
member of parliament for Sidon. 
“this is part of an Israeli plan to 
impoverish Lhe South. Once it is 
impoverished, the population will 
leave in search of a living and Isr- 
aeli colonisation will start... 

“ We are completely cut off. We 
are fighting for our existence. We 
are .afraid of annexation." added 
Mr. Bizri. a former Lebanese hea- 
lth minister.. 

He said the anti-Israeli res- 
istance will increase. “1 don’t 
think they can suppress it... it will 
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A coup to combat corruption , foreign debt? Pertini knows what 


By Andrew Hill ' 

Reuter 


NAIROBI — The military tak- 
eover in Nigeria has shattered 
what seemed to be a showcase of 
democracy in Africa, taking place 
just four months after a general 
election in the oil-rich West Afr- 
ican state was hailed as proof of 
political maturity. Western dip- 
lomats said Sunday. 

They expressed disappointment 
that Africa’s richest and most 
populous state should again fall 
under military rule, but they 
added It was too soon to assess the 
character of the government pro- 
claimed Saturday by Maj. Gen. 
Mohammed Buhari. 

“That didn’t last long, did it?" 
observed one Western diplomat 
on learning that President Shehy 
ShagarTs government had been 
overthrown so soon after the wid- 
ely acclaimed election. 

The main concern among Wes- 
tern diplomats and financiers was 
how the Buhari administration 
would deal with the most pressing 
economic crisis the country has 
faced in more than 10 years, inc- 
luding foreign debts in excess of 
SI 5 billion. 

i- Some diplomats seemed rea- 
I ssured that Gen. Buhari. in his. 
first national address Saturday 
night, made clear that his main 
preoccupation was to“end the ser- 
ious economic predicament and 
the crisis of confidence now aff- 
licting our nation." 

Corruption appeared to be the 
j other main reason behind the 
coup. West African diplomats 
said. 


Anaylysts of Nigerian affairs 
based Ivory Coast said Gen. Buh-. 
ari, 42. was not a prominent nat- 
ional figure but has a reputation 
for honesty and austerity earned 
during the previous military gov- 
ernments of the 1970s. 

They said “economic mis- 
management” seemed to be the 
main reason that drove the army 
to intervene in Nigerian political 
life for the fifth time in 17 years. 

Diplomats in Nairobi said this 
would be one of the criteria aga- 
inst which the Buhari gov- 
ernment's success would be jud- 
ged. 

Another would be how srao- 
'othly the population, unofficially 
.estimated at up to 100 million, 
could adjust to military rule so 
soon after the protracted federal 
and state elections last August and 
September. 

Nigeria is one of a handful of 
African states that could boast a 
multi-party democracy. The oth- 
ers include Senegal, Tunisia. 
Morocco, Uganda and Zimbabwe. 

The apparently bloodless tak- 
eover seemed bound to cause unc- 
ertainty among oil-producing sta- 
tes about future Nigerian policy 
on oil, which accounts for more 
than 95 per cent of its foreign exc- 
hange earnings, diplomats said. 

Mr. Shagari. 58. was under pre-. 
ssure from his own senate to seek 
an increase in the 1.3 million bar- 
rels per day (BPD) quota allotted 
by the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) in a 
move to defend prices in a glutted 
market. 

If Gen. Buhari pressed for such 
an increase, it could cause a col- 


lapse in world oil prices, much as 
happened early in 19X2 when 
Nigeria cut its prices to boost sales 
and forced OPEC to trim its ben- 
chmark prices by five dollars to 
S29 a barrel, the diplomats said. 

Saturday night, in an apparent 
attempt to allay such fears. Gen. 
Buhari pledged his government 
would maintain ties with OPEC 
and respect all treaties undertaken 
by Mr. Shagari. 



fellow citizens think 


By Enrico Jacchla 


A critical test of his gov- 
ernment’s resolve could come 
when and if it renews negotiations 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMFj on a 52-billion eco- 
nomic package to rescue the eco- 
nomy from falling oil returns and 
mounting debts. 


An IMF spokesman in Was- 
hington Saturday declined to 
comment on the coup. Previous 
IMF practice is to continue neg- 
otiations providing the new adm- 
inistration accepts strict reforms 
accepted by the outgoing gov- 
ernment. 

Nigeria has also been trying to 
re-negotiate . some $5 billion in 
arrears on trade debts with Wes- 
tern export credit agencies, but 
this seemed unlikely to be settled 
before Lagos and the IMF reached 
an agreement, diplomats said. 






Deposed Shagari 


Another major problem con- 
fronting Gen. Buhari is cor- 
ruption. which has spread to alm- 
ost every level of official life, acc- 
ording to businessmen who work 
there. 

Diplomats said distaste far the 
corruption, together with anger at 
the country’s economic mire, app- 
eared to have been the main rea- 


sons for the coup. 

Gen. Buhari said Saturday night 
that corruption had “attained 
unprecedented heights" under 
Mr. Shagari. adding that even the 
elections last August and Sep- 
tember were suspect. 

“There is ample evidence that 
rigging and thuggery were relative 
to the resources available to each 
party " he said of the poll in which 
Mr. Shagari’s National Party of 
Nigeria ( NPNl made big gains in 
many of the country’s 19 states. 

Businessmen would welcome 
such a crackdown, the Shagari 
administration made such a move 
one of its first policy ann- 
ouncements. but it would be an 
uphill struggle since kickbacks and. 
inducements have a way of life, 
they said. 


ROME — President Sandro Per- 
tinrs remarks on the U.S. role in 
Lebanon have caused no surprise 
in Italy. Officials in the president's 
office, fearful of Washington's 
reaction, moved rapidly, if ine- 
ffectively, to prevent news age- 
ncies and the press from reporting 
the most outspoken of Mr. Per- 
tinfs statements. Everybody in 
Rome knew, however, that the 
president meant what he was quo- 
ted as saying. 

Mr. Pertini has a gift for int- 
erpreting popular feelings. His 
remarks are not as ext- 
emporaneous as he leads people 
to believe. When he said that the 
Americans were in Lebanon “only 
to defend Israel," he knew many 
people here believe this. But while 
it is generally considered proper in 
the United States to defend Israel, 
this is not so clearly the case- in 
Italy. Italians still believe their 
troops were sent to Lebanon to 
defend Palestinians. 

Policy-makers in Washington 
should not be surprised by Mr. 
Pertinf s comments either. Too lit- 
tle is being done to explain the 
U.S, Middle East policy. 

The focal issue is the new “str- 
ategic agreement” between the 
United States and Israel. It is wid- 
ely believed here that the agr- 
eement constitutes a full-fledged 
military pact. President Pertinf s 
remarks reflect that feeling. 

An increasing oumber of Ita- 
lians are convinced that the U.S.- 
Israeli agreement is part of a lar- 


continue to make the Israelis feel 
they are in an enemy country and 
that people reject their presence." 

Mr. Bizri compared the Israelis 
unfavourably with guerrillas of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO; who were present in the 
South before Israel invaded Leb- 
anon in 19X2 with the stated int- 
ention of driving them out. 

“During the Palestinian time 
social, political and security con- 
ditions were bad. but we were tra- 
nsacting business with all pans of 
Lebanon. We did not look on the 
Palestinians as enemies.’’ he said. 

“But we look on the Israelis as 
enemies who have ambitions on 


our countiy...” 

. “I. think they will eventually 
Withdraw from all of southern 
Lebanon, not because of Ame- 
rican pressure, but because of the 
resistance and because the voices 
of protest inside Israel to the occ- 
upation will grow louder." 




ger design. After the installation 
of the first Pershing-2 and cruise 
missiles in Europe, the next fun- 
damental goal of U.S. policy 
would be the military protection 
of vital Western interests in the 
Middle East and Gulf. 

A realistic appraisal of the sit- 
uation would assign to Israel's 
armed forces a key role in the sec- 
ond line of Western defence aga- 
inst a hypothetical Soviet attack in 
the Middle East — the first line 
being the U.S. fleet in the Indian 
Ocean and the bases under con- 
struction in the Arabian peninsula 
and the Horn of Africa. But the 
defence of Western interests in the 
Gulf and the Middle East, con- 
isidered vital in the United States, 

• is not regarded as such by many' 
Southern Europeans. 

• People see the Israeli- 
Paiestinian issue, not the Rus- 
sians. as the key cause of Middle 
East instability. 

A partition of Lebanon and the 
withdrawal of the U.S. Marines 
would not shock people here. But 
a larger and more ambitious des- 
ign. such as the involvement of 
America’s Southern European all- 
ies In a broad confrontation with 
the Russians, would be another 
matter. 

Washington may be in a pos- 
ition to impose such a policy. Since 
1949. when .NATO was created, 
U.S. allies have never been so fea-- 
rful of Soviet military might or so' 
dependent on American military, 
protection. Yet, if such is really 
Washington’s design, it must be 
.explained, and soon. — Int- 
ernational Herald Tribune, 


s, 
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Spacelab’s successful return I Big U.S. plans for the future 


seen as a new era in space 


after 25 years of success 


By Paul Malamnd 

JOHNSON SPACE CENTRE, 
Texas — Spacelab’s successful 
return to earth Dec. ft signals a 
new era in scientific exp- 
erimentation in space, according 
to U.S. officials. 

In an interview with the U.S. 
Information Agency. Dr. Rick 
Chappell, of the National Aer- 
onautics and Space Adm- 
inistration (NASA), hailed the 
European-built Spacelab’s sci- 
ence mission' aboard the U.S. 
space shuttle as “a turning point 
— a merging of active science with 
manned space flight,” 

NASA and European Space 
Agency (ESAl officials and sci- 
entists were clearly elated at the 
almost- perfect mission, which is 
expected to give a strong boost to 
future manned scientific exp- 
erimentation in space. 

With the exception of one exp- 
eriment that was to employ a mic- 
rowave radar to study weather and 
land features on earth, all the sci- 
ence investigations on board ach- 
ieved substantial returns. 

Spacelab, a self-enclosed sci- 
ence laboratory with an outer ins- 
trument pallet attached to it that 
flies into space in the shuttle's 
cargo hold, was designed and built 
by European contractors working 
under the aegis of ESA. About 
haJf of the experiments in Spa- 
celab were American, half Eur- 
opean. Canadian and Japanese 
scientists also contributed exp- 
eriments. 

When the shuttle's cargo bay 
doors were opened in orbit, the 
outside of Spacelab and its ins- 
trument pallet were directly exp- 
osed to the vacuum of Space. The 
laboratory was connected to the 
shuttle computers by a crawlway 
tube. 

Spacelab was a first in that two 
crew members — Dr. Byron Lic- 
h ten berg of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology • in the 
United States and Dr. Ulf Mer- 
bold of the Max Planck Institute in 
Stuttgart. West Germany — were 
trained primarily as scientists rat- 
her than as astronauts. 

Officials of ESA expressed sat- 
isfaction ai the way the mission 
had gone and at the quality of the 
science achieved. 

Erik Quistgaard. head of ESA. 
said in an interview with US1A 
Dec. 5 that Spacelab 1 has been 
"an extraordinary success." 

beyond ‘our 
expectation^., . Quistgaard^pm- 
arked, "The cooperation between 
our two agencies (NASA and 
ESA) has been outstanding.” 

Ouistgaard said that continuing 
cooperation in space science, in 
individual experiments and in 
groups of experiments that come 
from different sources but com- 
plement one another’s objectives. 


is the wave of the future, due to 
the increasingly high cost of sci- 
entific research. 

Ouistgaard described the atm- 
osphere among the scientists of 
the many different nations gat- 
hered in Houston to monitor their 
experiments aboard Spacelab as 
“almost like a club — they don’t 
think about whether they are 
French or German or American." 

Ouistgaard predicted that not 
only wifi the United States and 
Europe continue to cooperate in 
the use of space for scientific res- 
earch but that countries from 
other, areas of the world will join 
as well. 

Derek Muliinger. the British 
head of the team that integrated 
the European experiments in the 
Spacelab payload, said that the 
mission had generated “more data 
chan they (the scientists) would 
have believed possible.” He said 
one of the greatest benefits of the 
Spacelab mission was the ability of 
the scientists on board to modify 
experiments in mid-course and to 
do previously unplanned exp- 
eriments as the results of earlier 
ones became known. 

Muliinger said that having gro- 
ups of similar science experiments 
on board had helped the scientific 
success of the mission as the exp- 
eriments complemented and rei- 
nforced one another. 

Vohel Bignier of France, dir- 
ector of Space Transportation Sys- 
tems for ESA said that difficulties 
encountered with equipment bre- 
akdowns during the mission were 
"very small” compared to the suc- 
cesses. He said that the Europeans 
considered the performance of 
Spacelab itself about 95 per cent 
successful, while the experiment 
payload contributed by European 
nations had had a success rate of 
about ft5 per cent. The results. 
Bignier said, were“very good.” he 
added that “the . crew was ext- 
remely fine.’’ 

“In Spacelab. the spirit of coo- 
•peration was extremely good.” 
Bignier said, adding that the Eur- 
opeans would want to participate 
with Americans in a space station 
“if and when the U.S. programme 
is decided.*’ 

Dr. Chappell, a mission sci- 
entist. said that much of the Spa- 
celab science data is not yet 
known. An important part of that 
data, he pointed out. will be gen- 
erated as the crew readapts to gra- 
vity. The study of this will take 

weeks. • . - . 

‘ “ Dr. ChappeJf- predicted That'ft 
would take months to gather and 
publish the data from some exp- 
eriments. such as the life science 
experiments involving studies of 
the balance mechanism of the 
inner ear. and that it might take 
years to fully assimilate the data 
from others, such as spe- 
ctrographic analysis of the X-ray 


emissions of distant stars. 

Dr. Chappell summarised the 
types of experiments that have 
been performed and what has 
been learned so far. In a series of 
experiments involving man’s ada- 
ptation to zero gravity, it has been 
learned, first, that it is possible to 
do experiments in space without 
making the crew too sick to do 
their work, and second, that visual 
stimuli seem to become inc- 
reasingly important in orienting 
the body in zero gravity when the 
inner ear’s balance mechanism is 
inoperative. This. Dr. Chappell 
said, should lead us to a better 
understanding of the inner ear 
balance system in general, and the 
findings may be applied to earth 
diseases involving dizziness and a 
loss of balance. 

In another experiment. Dr. 
Chappefl said, a fungus that grows 
a new dump of itself every 24 
hours on earth continued to do 
that in a dark and weightless env- 
ironment aboard Spacelab. pro- 
vingthat its sense of time. its“Crr- 
cadian rhythm.” was inherent 
and not due to fluctuations in light 
or other cues provided by the 
earth environment Sunflowers 
were filmed as they grew during 
the flight to see whether gravity 
was necessary for them to grow as 
they do on earth, but the film has 
not yet been studied. Dr. Chappell 
said. 

In materials science exp- 
eriments. the crewmen tried to 
learn more about the manufacture 
of new metal alloys and pure cry- 
stals in a zero-gravity env- 
ironment. Dr. Chappell said. 
These experiments were designed 
to find out more about how liquids 
mix with solids and with one ano- 
ther in that environment. 

Historically. Dr. Chappell poi- 
nted out, society’s technological 
development has depended on 
man’s acquisition of new materials 
to create new technology. Wood 
made it possible to build boats, 
stone to build buildings stronger 
than those built of wood, iron and 
steel to build railroads, and alu- 
minium to build jets. While the 
results of the spacelab materials 
experiments are not yet fully 
known, it seems possible that new 
alloys made in space may speed up 
the invention of new technologies 
and that better knowledge of the 
mechanism of crystal formation 
leaned on board Spacelab may 
lead to the development of more 
poweffur compute^ chips. ■ 7 , 

‘ The experiments desqfi&ti 

were designed to exploit the wei- 
ghtlessness aboard Spacelab. but 
tor another group Spacelab served 
as a flying platform from which to 
make astronomical and earth obs- 
ervations. Less than 30 percent of 
the earth’s surface. Dr. Chappell 
pointed out, has been mapped in 
detail. Spacelab carried a metric 


camera that can take overlapping 
and stereoscopic photographs 
with excellent resolution. This 
may lead to better maps and better 
understanding of areas like the 
Amazon Basin, still very largely 
unknown. 

Observations by Spacelab ins- 
truments of very faint light emi- 
ssions from earth's upper atm- 
osphere will give scientists more 
informaiton about the workings 
and chemical composition of the 
upper atmosphere. Dr. Chappell 
said. The delicate upper atm- 
osphere. he noted, is essential to 
man's survival, yet little is known 
of how it is being affected by, 
man-made pollution with such 
agents as freon and carbon dio- 
xide. Since so little is known about 
the workings of this upper atm- 
osphere. it is difficult to predict 
how man-made environmental 
changes could affect its gases, 
which protect them from the sun's 
ultraviolet rays. 

The study of space plasma, ion- 
ised gases found beyond the 
earth's atmosphere, is important 
to a better understanding of the 
earth's environment and the nat- 
ure of the planets, the sun and the 
universe as a whole. Dr. Chappell 
said. 

According to Dr. Chappell. 
99.y per cent of the universe is in a 
plasma state. 

Rather than just measure the 
plasma with passive ins- 
trumentation as the shuttle flew 
through iL Dr. Chappell said. 1 
beams of charged particles were 
shot into the plasma in order to I 
observe how it reacts. This, he 
remarked, should increase basic 
understanding of plasma physics 
and of the universe. 

Other instruments on board 
Spacelab measured "the solar 
constant.” the total energy output 
of the sun. He said that since var- 
iations in this energy output of 
only a few tenths of a per cent can 
greatly affect earth’s climate, acc- 
urate and comprehensive raea-- 
surements are of great value. 

Ultraviolet and X-ray tel- 
escopes aboard Spacelab. Dr. 
Chappell said, have “in a broad 
sense” taken better pictures of 
faraway astronomic objects than 
ever before seen. This should help 
scientists to better understand 
how stars, including the sun, are 
bom. evolve, and die. 

Sources at the European Space 
Agency indicated that Spacelab 1 
has convinced some scientists who 
had doubted tftfc utility of a man- 
ned laboratory W space thitsuch a 
facility truly has a place in sci- 
entific experimentation. It has 
also helped the chances of'U.S.- 
European cooperation in a larger 
orbiting space station. “It’s not 
whether we will have a space sta- 
tion.” one European official said, 
“if s when.” — USIA. 


By Denise Kalette 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States space agency is celebrating 
its 25th birthday — counting suc- 
cesses and plotting a course that 
could propel ordinary Americans 
into space and put robots on the 
moon. 

The successes are well-known: 
The U.S. National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (N- 


ASAl .has sent 61 men and one 
woman into space. It has planted a 
' U.S. flag on the moon. It has sent 
Pioneer 10, 5.6UU million kil- 
ometres beyond the farthest plant, 
Pluto, and out of our solar system. 
After eight shuttle flights, if s pre- 
paring a 19ft 6 Jupiter mission. 
NASA still stretches the ima- 
gination. 

“We’ve done great things. 
We've explored neighbouring 


planets.” says NASA adm- 
inistrator James Beggs. “We've 
satisfied ourselves there's no life 
on those planets. We're on our 
way to Uranus (the planet seventh 
in order from the sun).” 

"NASA has contributed in a 
major way to the future.” says sci- 
entist Carl Sagan. “We’ll look 
back on what NASA has done — 
that one moment in history when 
you leave your planet for the first 



U.S. Mercury-Atlas rocket blasts into space in 1962 
carrying American Astronaut John Glenn in the 
Friendship 7 spacecraft on the first U.S. orbital 
space flight. The U.S. Space Agency, now cel- 


ebrating its 25th birthday, is plotting a future course 
that could propel ordinary Americans into space 
and put robots on tbe moon (.Photo from Pines & 
Publications Service). 


time — as corresponding to the 
voyages of Columbus or Mag- 
ellan.'* 

.And the U.S. space agency is 
about to embark on a new gen- 
eration of space adventures: 

— A space station, most likely in 
the shape of a cylindrical “house” 
for six to 10 scientists. It could be 
operational in the early 1990s and 
used for experiments involving 
metals, solar energy, drugs, med- 
icine. Says shuttle Commander 
Richard Truly: “We want to 
have... Americans in space eve- 
ryday of the year.” 

— An occupied base on the 
moon. Beggs says, “The earth is 
becoming encased in acocponof... 
radio and television waves that 
interfere with anything we want to 
hear from outer space.” So a 
moon station is ideal for receiving 
communication signals from 
space. The United States also 
wants to mine the moon's natural 
resources and to put man- 
ufacturing facilities there. “We 
envision first landing robots on the 
'moon, allowing them to do the ini- 
tial construction work.” 

— Non-astronauts can expect to 
fly on the U.S. space shuttle in the 
mid-I9RUs. when lft to 20 shuttle 
flights are scheduled a year. Each 
shuttle can cany seven people, 
including a crew of four. An ave- 
rage mission would carry one or 
two passengers. Preference would 
be given to journalists, artists, wri- 
ters. photographers, "probably 
some politicians,” who can tra- 
nslate their experiences into 
words or art Beggs says. “Later 
on. we could simply use a lottery. 
Pull a name out of a hat, take them 
down to Houston, Texas (Johnson 
Space Centre) and train them for a 
month or two. By that time (the 
shuttle) may be a commercial ven- 
ture. Whoever operates it can sell 
tickets.” 

— A space telescope will be put 
into orbit in 1 986. We will be able 
to see 14.00U million light years 
away to what some experts call the 
edge of the universe. 

Not currently on the drawing 
board: A proposal called the Tau- 
rus project. Retired NASA arc- 
hitect Jesse Strickland says the 
space colony would place about 
lU.UUO Americans at a spot bet- 
ween earth and moon. It would 
duplicate earth's environment, 
with trees and perhaps, lifestyle. 

“There are astonishingly exc- 
iting exploratory missions that are 
technologically feasible right 
~now Sagan says. “ Robot crews: 
A set of moving vehicles wan- 
dering across the surface of Mars. 
Finding an object poking it. Tas- 
ting .it.” We could explore ast- 
eroids or Titan, largest of Saturn’s 
moons, to discover the steps that 
led to life thousands of millions of 
years ago. — USIA. 
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AMMAN AND AQABA 
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take away 
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Fully airconditioned 

Amman Aqaba 


Tel. 661922 P-O. Box 9676 
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Near the Main Circle 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM- 


fr Living rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 
fr W^ll units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆ClubB for children ... j 
☆Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 

☆ psnish-Rack Homes 
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Liverpool falters as Whiteside 
snatches late equaliser for United 


LONDON (R) — Champions Liverpool faltered in 
their bid to become the first side in nearly 50 years to 
win the English Soccer Championship three times in 
succession when they were held to a 1-1 draw by 
Manchester United in a bruising, action-packed tus- 
sle at Anfield on Saturday. 


Unired's JR-year-old striker 
Norman Whitside snatched the 
equaliser in the Syth minute after 
Craig Johnston fired the League 
leaders into a 52nd minute lead. 

But there was little new year 
charity offered by either side in 
the tense top-of-the- table clash 
and both teams suffered cas- 
ualties. United were rocked in the 
first half when defender Gordon 
McQueen limped off with a leg 
injury and Liverpool lost Scottish 
striker Kenny Dalglish shortly 
after halftime following a collision 
with United defender Kevin 
Moran. 

There was little change in the 
top five first division places, with 
Liverpool on 45 points remaining 
three points clear of United. West 
Ham stay third on 40 following 
their 2-2 draw at Notts County, 
but will rue the 2-0 lead they sur- 
rendered. 

Fourth-placed Southampton, 
dropped to fifth place after dra- 
wing 2-2 at home with Aston Villa 
while Nottingham Forest joined 
them on 39 points but moved fou- 
rth on goal difference after win- 
ning 3-2 at Luton. 

But there was more misery 
for Tottenham, now without a win 
in six League games. They went 
2-o down at home to Watford ins- 
ide 2o minutes as young Scottish 


striker Maurice Johnston pounced 
twice to take his tally to eight goals 
in nine games. 

Tottenham, without Argentine 
midfielder Osvaldo Ardiles but 
boosted by the return of England" s 
Glenn Hoddle. fought back to 
level the match in the second half 
when full-back Chris Hughton 
netted io the 53rd minute and 
Hoddle converted a penalty in the 
63rd. But England winger John 
Bames clinched the points for 
Watford 12 minutes from time 
when he lashed home a penalty. 

Liverpool, chasing their seve nth 
title in nine seasons, were always 
in control against United, who 
were again without injured ski- 
pper Bryan Robson. Goalkeeper 
Gary Bailey kept United's hopes 
alive time and again with a string 
of superb saves, but they fell beh- 
ind when Johnston was on hand to 
steer the ball home after Arthur 
Albiston cleared Graeme Sou- 
lless's raking IS-metre volley off 
his own line. 

United were forced to use sub- 
stitute striker Garth Crooks, on 
loan from Tottenham, after just 
IV minutes when McQueen went 
off with a suspected hamstring 
pull. And their reshuffled side 
seemed about to be overrun by the 
champions. 


Lillee shines as rain wrecks 
opening day of final test 


S\ i)NR V (R Pakistan, nee- 
ding in beat Australia io square 
the series, were forced m kick 
ihcir heels in ihe dressing room lor 
much of a rain-shonened opening 
day of ihu fifth and final cricket 
test here on Monday. 

’ hen play eventually got unJ- 
erwav after tea veteran Dennis 
Lilfeii hogged the limcfight. as he 
has son I ion done in the past, tak- 
ing two wickets as Pakistan. ha\ - 
ing been asked to bat first, lab- 
oured to 61 for two by the close. 

Lillee struck first with the score 
at l> when vfohsin Khan, who hit 
152 in the drawn lourth test in 
vlelbnumc. edged an easy catch to 
Allan Border at second "slip. 

vloving the ball sharply off the 
seam. Lillee almost dismissed new 
batsman “>asim Omar with his 
next dcliv cry. He edged a shoi ai 
catchable height through the slip 
cordon. 

Bmh batsmen lived dan- 
gerously against the last bowlers 
and Jasim went just betore Lhe 


close when Lillee, brought back 
lor a second spell, teased him into 
edging another chance to border. 

' )mar. whose consistency on the 
tour deserted him in the fourth 
test, scored an uncomfortable 1 5 
in an hours batting, vtudassar 
Nazar. who made a griuy 26. will 
resume Tuesday with nrg- 
htvvaichman Abdul Jadir. 

Overnight rain which continued 
to fall until mid-day c aused the 
delayed start. The umpires” dec- 
ided that •»«> minutes play was pos- 
sible only after inspecting the wic- 
ket lour times and calling in a tel- 
cv ision station's helicopter, whose 
rotor helped dry the saturated 
mid-wicket area. 

Pakistan opted for the bowler- 
dcpictcd side which played in 
Melbourne, while Australia, rich 
in bowlers, brought back Rodney 
Hogg, who missed the fourth test 
with a back injury, in place of 
Queensland paccman John vlag- 
uire. 


TO LET 

Apartments consisting of two bedrooms, salon, par- 
lour, kitchen, two bathrooms, equipped with central 
heating and a telephone. Location: Nazareth Sisters 
School. 

For information please call 37804 Amman. 



Kenny Dalglish... injured. Norman Whiteside... snatches 

the equaliser. 


But they weathered the assault 
and the champions, seeking to 
equal Arsenal's feat of winning 
three consecutive titles 4V years 
ago, clearly lost the edge once 
Dalglish had left the pitch. 

As the seconds ticked away Ray 
Wilkins swept the ball wide. Cro- 
oks headed down and Northern 
Ireland World Cup star Whiteside 
crashed the equaliser past Gro- 
bbelaar. 

United, who beat the cha- 
mpions at Old Trafford in Sep- 
tember, have now taken four Lea- 
gue points off Liverpool this sea- 
son. They also beat them in the 
Charity Shield at Wembley in 
August 

West Ham looked to be on the 
way to another three points when 


Ray Steward convened an lfith 
minute penalty to put them I -0 up 
at Notts County. Dave S wi- 
nd le hurst followed up a mistake 
by country goalkeeper Jim McD- 
onagh to make it 2-0 eight minutes 
later but County staged a brave 
fightback. 

T revor Christie reduced the def- 
icit with his 1 4th goal of the season 
and Martin O’Neill hit the equ- 
aliser with goals either side of hal- 
ftime. 

Two goals in the last nine min- 
utes from Steve Moran and David 
Armstrong earned Southampton a 
point against former European 
Champions Villa. Steve McM- 
ahon short them into a third min- 
ute lead before.Gary Shaw made it 
2-0 after the interval. 


Speed skating golden girl 
in four-time Olympic bid 


1NZELL fDaD) — Monika 
Holzner-Pflug, speed skating gold 
medallist at Sapporo in 1972. 
when she was 17, is still in the rink. 
At 29 and a mother of two. she is 
preparing for her fourth Oly- 
mpics. Sarajevo in 19S4. “She’s 
phenomenal." says coach Ab 
Kroog. "no-one else would have 
stood the strain.” 

He is referring to the ups and 
downs in her 1 2-year career. After 
her surprise Olympic gold and 
world championship titles she was 
news. Her private life was aired in 
the press and her wedding was 
given more attention than the 
bronze medals she won at the 


1973 and 1974 world cha- 
mpionships. 

After coming fifth at the 1976 
Olympics in Innsbruck she see- 
med to have reached the end of 
the road, especially when a dis- 
placed pelvis was diagnosed — the 
result of years of speed skating. 
But the birth of her daughter 
Diana in 1978 seems to have str- 
aightened her out. 

But she was a flop at Lake Pla- 
cid in 1 9X0 and hercareer seemed 
. to be over when she and her hus- 
■ band parted. Yet last year she 
made a comeback and won ano- 
ther bronze medal at the world 
championships. 


Cash fined $300 after 
changing-room outburst 

ADELAIDE (R) — Australian property on Sunday after losing a 
Davis Cup star Pat Cash. 18. was bad-tempered quarter-final agi- 
-fined S3 00 Monday for a anst American Mike Bauer. He 
changing-room outburst during has 10 days to appeaL 
the South Australian Open Tennis Bauer, the fifth seed and def- 

Championships. ending champion, beat another 

Cash, who played a leading role Australian, Brad Drewett. 7-6, 
in Australia's Davis Cup final win 6-4 Monday and will play Cze- 
over Sweden last week, was rep- choslovak teenager Miloslav 
orted for allegedly damaging club Mecir in Tuesday’s final. 
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WANTED 

Female secretary with knowledge in English typ- 
ewriting, keeping office files and office administration. 

Good salary. 

Phone 37971 
E.L.S. 


TIME 


EUROPE 

A POPE FORGIVES HIS ATTACKER 
A POPE'S EXAMPLE TO THE WORLD (Cover on John 
Paul il and Mehmet Ali Agca) 

THE SOVIET STRUGGLE IN AFGHANISTAN (New 
reporting from an occupied land) 


THREE-FLOOR BUILDING FOR RENT 

A three-floor building with200-sq. metre area per floor, 
Deluxe finishing. Location: Jabal Hussein, near the 
Directorate of Education. Building can be rented as a 
whole or as separate apartments. 


For information please contact Samir Odeh 
Co., Tel. 675880. 



Anthems replace the jeers as 
Egypt’s sportsmen rise again 


West Berlin 
mooted as 
venue for 
’92 Olympics 

WEST BERLIN fDaD) — Plans 
for West Berlin to apply to host 
the iyy2 summer Olympics are 
gaining momentum and increasing 
support. Peter Rebsch. speaker of 
the city council, has agreed to be 
patron of the campaign. Home 
Affairs Senator Heinrich Luramer 
and Youth and Sport Senator 
’Hanna-Renate Laurien have 
promised support. 

But the idea is still in its early 
days, and Berlin cannot submit an. 
application for 1992 until 1986. 
Yet it certainly has the facilities. It 
is acity in the heart of Europe with 
all the infrastructure needed: hot- 
els and transport facilities and 
sports grounds such as the 1936 
Olympic stadium that need little 
more than a wash and brush-up. 

Willi Daume. president of the 
National Olympic Committee, is 
non-committal. He says he has yet 
to be officially informed that West 
Berlin would like to host the i 992 
Olympics and can say nothing 
until he has studied the plans. He 
obviously cannot jump the "IOCs 
gun. 

It’s Los Angeles next year and 
Athens in 1 996. the centenary of 
the modem Olympics. Barcelona 
would like to come in between, 
and Spain has never hosted the 
Olympic Games, whereas the 
Federal Republic of Germany did 
at Munich and Kiel in 1972. But 
Berlin would still be a fine venue. 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuter 

i'AlRO - Egyptian sports fans 
will long remember 19*3 as the 
year when their country scored 
sweeping \ ictories in a host of" Afr- 
ican championships, and patriotic 
songs replaced jeers of derision on 
the stands. 

Its footballers this year won 
through to the finals ot the African 
Nations Soccer '/up and retained 
the African Cup 1 inners Cup. 
while national sides won African 
championships in hockey, vol- 
leyball and basketball, clinching 
places in next summer’s Los Ang- 
eles Olympics. 

Sports commentators hail a 
dramatic resurgence of national 
pride as partly behind the suc- 
cesses of 1 9*3. after two decades 
of indifference which saw Egypt 
slump trom the heights of African 
sports supremacy it held in the 
l«»40s and "5<>s. 

Soccer remains the nation's 
favourite spectators sport, and a 
1-u win o\er Tunisia in the qua- 
lifying rounds of the African Nat- 
ions v’up gave Egypt a place in the 
eight-nation finals in the Kory 
v'nast next March. 

The win over Tunisia was sweet 
revenge for millions ot soccer fans 
unable to erase bitter memories of 
a 6-4 aggregate defeat by Tunisia 
which lost Egypt a place in the 
197* *orld v"up finals in Arg- 
entina. 

Another big challenge for the 
national side is a two-leg dash 
with Algeria, the first laier this 
month, which will decide which of 
the two north Alrican giants will 
have one of Africa's two places in 
the 19*4 Olympic soccer tou- 


rnament. 

Memories of Algeria's shock 
2-1 humbling of mighty West 
Germany, in last yearis World Cup 
finals in Spain remain fresh, and 
newspapers here have been full of 
pointers for the national side on 
the strengths and weaknesses of 
Algeria from Egyptians living 
there. 

Egypt has prepared for the big 
match with two friendlies against 
Jordan in Amman iasL week, win- . 
ning both of them 3-1. 

Bui while the national side's 
successes have given local fans 
plenty to enthuse about. Egyptian 
club sides’ performances in Africa 
have been more mixed. 

Arab Contractors, the soccer 
team of a leading construction 
firm, retained the Cup •' inners' 
Cup they won in 1 1 >*2. beating 
Togo's Agaza Lome 2-0 on agg- 
regate. 

But the far more popular Nat- 
ional (AI Ahti disappointed 
Hnmnni tans led by President 
rinsni Mubarak when they were 
held to a scoreless draw by Ash- 
ante Kntnko of Ghana in the first 
leg of the more prestigious Cha- 
mpions Cup final in Cairo. 

Kotoko. runner-up to National 
in the 1 ,,y 2 final, later clinched the . 
title with a l-ti win on their home 
ground. 

National nevertheless carried 
off the Egyptian Cup. and could 
thus pose the biggest threat to 
Contractors’ chances of retaining 
the African title for the third year 
running. 

» ilh Contractors defending 
ihcir cup title, another Cairn club 
- Zamalek. which finished sec- 
ond in the league this year - will 
represent Egypt in the champions' 


trophy in 19x4. 

Further cause for celebration 
came with the national side’s win 
over Kenya in the final of last Sep. 
teraber's African Championship 
in hockey, a game which pre- 
viously had only a limited fol- 
lowing here. 

Its progress to the final included 
wins over such masters of the 
game as former holders Ghana 
and favourites Nigeria, and Egy- 
ptian inside-left Ali AI Shourhagi. 
who emerged from the nine-day _ 
tournament with six goals to his 
credit, was hailed by the org- 
anisers as one of Africa’s best pla- 
yers. 

Bui whether Egypt will have a 
place in the 19«4 Olympics will be 
decided next month by the 
Brussels-based International 
Hockev Federation, which will 
select Africa's representative nn 
the basis of performances since 
the Moscow Olympics. 

Egypt has. however, already 
booked places for its volleyball 
and basketball squads in Lns Ang- 
eles. 

The volleyball team clinched 
the African title with a 3-1 win 
over Tunisia in the final in Port 
Said early last month, while its 
basketball side carried off the i 2th 
African Mens Championship in 
Alexandria Iasi week, regaining a 
title it last held eight years ago. 

Starting as an outsider behind 
such teams as title holders lvnry 
Coast, and Central Africa and 
.Angola. Egypt’s triumph owed’ 
much to the 2 x -year-old Medhat 
''arda who. with ltn> caps to his 
credit, did much to inspire the side 
to its 94-6* win ov er Angola in the 
final. 


Soccer in U.S. promises to enrich 
the routine of spectator sports 


By Martin Sar 

NEW YORK — The emergence 
of soccer in the United States' 
promises to enrich the routine 
sequence of football- 
baseb all- basketball- hock ey (spe- 
ctator sports already popular in 
America). But can it bring any 
advantageous effects for tra- 
ditional soccer-loving countries? 
My answer is a strong yes. 

As a somewhat typical Eur- 
opean, I received a relatively typ- 
ical European education. This 
means that before I could read or 
write 1 could kick a soccer ball a 
couple times in the air in a row. 

With this background 1 have 
been watching soccer’s progress in 
the United States. When 1 came to 
America for the first in 1 973 just a 
few played. This year in the Mid- 
western United States I see as 
many soccer fields in Kansas. 
Nebraska and Colorado as if I 
were in a European or South 
American country. 



U.S. soccer Tans by the thousands fill a stadium in increasing in popularity in America. (Photo by . 

New York to watch a night game of the New York Press & Publications Service.) 

Cosmos soccer team. Soccer as a spectator sport is 


On the- world scene, soccec 
found itself in troubled waters in 
the 1970s. Maybe America can 
help to save soccer’s best cha- 
racteristics, such as bringing soc- 
ieties closer together and pre- 
serving the noble art of spectator 
sports. 

Since the middle 1950s soccer 
has created a common language 
and subculture for European nat- 
ions. The best players enjoy sim- 
ilar popularity all over, be it in the 
Soviet Union, Spain or Iceland 
Furthermore, people quite often 
identify countries not by the 
names of their political leaders — 
who cares about them after all? — 
But by the names of their leading 


soccer players. People in Africa 
and Asia often measure a Eur- 
opean country’s prestige by the 
performance of its national soccep 
team. 

The European or world cha- 
mpionships have sometimes been 
the only opportunities for acq- 
uaintance between people from 
countries which did not maintain 
normal diplomatic relations. 

But soccer as a spectator sport 
raised many questions in the 
[970s. Soccer can serve as _a lig- 
htning rod for the aggressive str- 
eak in individuals and> crowds. 
This was acceptable when hec- 
kling was limited to shouting at the 
referee. 


VACANCIES 


Business firm working worldwide is seeking the 
employment of: 

1- SECRETARIES 

Executive secretary. Fluent speaking and writing 
in English, typing, shorthand, filing, telex and off- 
ice work. 

Office secretary, English and Arabic speaking 
and writing, typing, shorthand, filing, telex and 
office work with two years experience. 

2. WORD PROCESSING PROGRAMMER 

Two years experience in computer programming. 

3. ECONOMISTS 

One economist who has degree in business rel- 
ations. 

One economist who has degree in accounting. 
Experience in similar firms is preferred. 

Applicants to send their C.V. to P.O. Box 925790, 
Amman giving their address and phone number. 


Today’s public behaviour is 
much more extreme. 

Meanwhile, on the field itself, 
the- aLLractiveness of soccer for 
onlookers is decreasing in Europe. 
Many people blame coaches for 
sticking to defensive tactics. At 
the same time fine forwards are 
often the target of specially tra- 
ined hit men from Lhe opposing 
team who. to use a Polish soccer 
saying, mow them down. Pun- 
ishment for such actions is not 
strong enough. 

Another shortcoming is that 
basically we still play the game our 
forefathers played at the beg- 
inning of the century. The rules 
indirectly discourage the offensive 
(most interesting) style of game 
and reward defensive, wait- 
for-opponents’ -mistake tactics. It 


is here I see the role for America. 

First of all. the never threatened 
European- Latin American soccer 
‘“duopoly" needs the fresh wind of 
competition. 

Also needed is a higher level of 
fan behaviour. The behaviour of 
most American baseball and foo- 
tball spectators seems so ideal to 
me that I do not dare to dream 
about it. Even 50 per cent of this 
performance would be a sub- 
stantial improvement in soccer 
crowds. 

Last but not least there is much 
to do in regard to conduct and 
motivation of players. Soccer must 
become more competitive both at 
the individual and team level. This 
should help to restore fans’ faith in 
the fairness of all — even the most 
improbable — results. 


Deluxe furnished apartment for rent 

Consisting of two bedrooms, maid room, guest room, large 
sitting room, dining room, modem kitchen, veranda and two 
bathrooms, with garage central heating and telephone. 

Location: The best area in Shmeisani. 

For further information please call 667026 
after 2:30 p.rri. 


wnuftrt rnuornM I E MINES CO. LTD. 
INVITATION TO TENDER 
No. 1 F/84 



JPMC announces the invitation to tender No. IF/S 

for 

(safety boots and gloves) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC genen 
offices in Amman-supply department. Application for doi 

“ij 1 ?!? 1 ? sh 9 ul(J be accompanied by a non-refundable fees ( 
JD 10 (ten Jordanian Dinars). 

The closing date for submission tender is 12:00 hour 
.focal trme Wednesday 1st February 1984. 
wasef Azar 

, Managing Director . 
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Magistrates confirm seizing 
assets of Italian businessmen 


MILAN (R) — Magistrates con- 
firmed Monday that they t had ord- 
ered the seizure of property and 
other assets worth many millions 
of dollars from businessmen sus- 
pected of fraud in the collapse of 
Roberto Calvfs Banco Amb- 
rosiano. 

Milan magistrate Renato Bri- 
■cchetti said he and a colleague had 
placed attachment orders on bui- 
ldings. companies and shares but 
said it was impossible to confirm 
press reports valuing the assets at 
more than S(JU billion lire (53UU 
million). 

The two magistrates are inv- 
estigating the allegedly fraudulent 
collapse of Banco Ambrosiano in 
1982. shortly after its chairman 
Roberto Calvi was found hanged 


in London. 

The assets, which have been sei- 
zed pending court proceedings, 
belong to about SO Italian bus- 
inessmen suspected of illegally str- 
ipping the bank of funds before it 
collapsed with bad loans of SI. 2 
billion. 

Mr. Carlo Pesenti. chairman 
and managing director of Ita- 
Icemend. has been told he is 
among those under investigation. 
along with fugitive financier Mr. 
Licio Gelii and Mr. Roberto Ros- 
one. the former Ambrosiano 
vice-chairman who is in detention. 

Mr. Bricchetti said the mag- 
istrates had started seizing the 
property of suspects after Banco 
Ambrosiano. Italy’s largest pri- 
vate banking group, was forced 
into liquidation in 1982. 


Mr. Bricchetti said i he assets 
had "a very high total value". 

They included 50.2 per cent of 
the shares of Milan publishing 
group Rizzoli Editore SPA. whose 
former chairman Mr. Angelo Riz- 
zoli and ex-managing director Mr. 
Bruno Tassan Din are also under 
investigation. 

Property in Italy belonging to 
Mr. Luigi Mennini and Mr. Pel- 
legrino de Strobe 1. two senior off- 
icials of the Vatican Bank lOR. 
has also been seized on the basis of 
their alleged involvement in the 
Ambrosiano collapse. 

Under the attachment orders, a 
suspect's property is held in case a 
court later finds him guilty of a 
crime and awards damages against 
him. In the meantime the owner 


continues to use and profit from 
the property. 

The Rome daily U Messaggero 
said Monday the sequestered ass- 
ets exceeded 500 billion lire, while 
the Corriere Della Sera put the 
figure at 6<>o billion lire 1537 5 mil- 
lion.). 

The Corriere said the assets, if 
realised, would go a long way tow- 
ards satisfying major banking cre- 
ditors and the army of small sha- 
reholders of the old Banco Amb- 
rosiano. 

In addition, the Vatican Bank 
was prepared to pay some 300- 
400 billion lire 15190-250 million I 
in recognition of its moral res- 
ponsibility for the Ambrosiano 
collapse, the Milan paper quoted 
Vatican sources as saying. 


U.S. carmakers expect 
banner profits in 1984 


Cost-cutting through worker 
layoffs, factoiy closures, sales of 
assets and union wage concessions 
has been a major pan of the com- 
panies’ effort to reverse the flood 
of red ink. 

But the robust outlook for 19X4 
would not have emerged without 
the resurgence of the American 
economy and the attendant inc- 
rease in public confidence and 
buying power. 

General Motors Chairman 
Roger Smith says he expects 10.5 
million cars and 3.5 million trucks 
to be sold in the American market 
this year, though he gives no for- 
ecast of how many will be Jap- 
anese or other foreign imports. 

Industry analysts, whose est- 
imates are generally somewhat 
lower, say the expected expansion 
in sales should result in han- 
dsomefy higher profits, although 
they note that the rebound in sales 
is nothing spectacular when vie- 
wed in historical terms. 

“Sales were so miserable most 
of 1 9K2 that it was easy to get a 50 
per cent increase over che-'same • 
period-ayeariagtk^a f d’Ms^lv"' 


DETROIT i R; — The American 
car industry has recovered from a 
painful 4-year slump and is facing 
1 9N4 with confidence that eco- 
nomic revival means stronger 
sales and profits. 

More than 6.2 million 
American-made cars were sold in 
the first 1 1 months of last year, up 
over 17 per cent on the com- 
parable 19X2 period. 

Profits have been even more 
impressive, and the big 3 car- 
makers alone — General Motors. 

Ford and Chrysler — are expected 
to surpass with ease the industry's 
record net profit of 54.o billion in 
I07X. 

American-based car companies 
hud operating profits of only 
about 5X2.5 million in I9K2 after 
losing 5|.4 billion in 19X1 and 
54.2 billion in l‘>Xu. (These fig- 
ures include the smaller American 
Motors, part-owned by Renault of 
France.’ 

"We’re ecstatic ihat we’re out 
of the valley of deaih.” Mr. Philip 
Benion. Ford vice-president for 
sales: told RwfeijQn an interview. 

a t ‘ S )9^ |b gi @ iiscThat w.e have ^ . 

a‘ hell' of aTd’ftgway to go tef c5n- - yarn Keller, a -widely reSpmfcd^W- 
sider ourselves back.in the halcyon analyst with a New York-based 

investment firm. 

“The fact is small cars aren* t sel- 
ling as well as big cars. Rich people 
buy big cars and we still have high 
unemployment and small wage 
increases.” . 

.The hope is that the consumer 
base will broaden during 1 9X4 to 
include more small car sales, she 
said. 

.All 3 of the big carmakers are 
stepping up production to meet 


the expected rises in demand. 

JLaid-off workers are being rec- 
alled and many plants are running 
on overtime schedules, although 
union and company officials agree 
that many jobs trimmed during 
the prolonged slump will never 
reappear. 

Concessions by the powerful 
United Auto Workers lUAW; 
union played a vital role in helping 
the companies through difficult 
■times. 

But many experts wonder much 
of that spirit will endure in 1 9X4 as 
the industry and the UAW exp- 
erience what union president Mr. 
Owen Bicbcr described recently 
as "high profits, high productivity 
and high unemployment.” 

How this question is resolved 
remains a major uncertainty for 
this year. 

Meanwhile, the first joint car- 
making venture between , China 
and an American company is due 
to start operations ahead of sch- 
edule this month and investors say 


they expect it will turn a profit the 
first year. 

American Motors Corporation 
and the Chinese government-run 
Beijing Automotive Works have 
joined together to outfit a plant to 
build 20.011(1 4-wheel drive veh- 
icles. commonly known as jeeps, 
during 19X4. 

And while most of the jeeps are 
expected initially to be sold in 
China. American Motors sees the 
plant in Peking as a regional out- 
post from which it will be able to 
complete effectively with Jap- 
anese automotive rivals in Aus- 
tralia and. ultimately, markets in 
Japan and other major Asian nat- 
ions. 


Siberian gas 
flows to France 
through pipeline 

MOSCOW (R) — The first supplies of Siberian gas 
started pumping through the controversial East- 
West pipeline to France Sunday, Radio Moscow 
reported. 


It said the “first cubic metres” 
of gas had arrived in France but 
did not say if delivery had also sta- 
rted ro West Germany and Aus- 
tria. the other main purchasers. 

The pipeline was the subject of 
bitter controversy between Wes- 
tern Europe and the United States 
in 19X2 when President Reagan 
imposed sanctions on supplies of 
equipment following the dec- 
laration of martial law in Poland. 

Washington took action against 
West German. British. French and 
Italian firms which continued to 
send in compressors and other 
pipeline gear but dropped the san- 
ctions 14 months ago in response 
to European pressure. 


. gasfields in W'estem Siberia to the 
Carpathian mountains and is con- 
- nected to West European grids 
through a link-line across Cze- 
choslovakia. 

France is due to take about X 
billion cubic metres of gas a year. 
West Germany 10.5 billion and 
Austria 1.5 billion. 

Italy which initially declared an 
interest, is still considering whe- 
ther to order Soviet gas or not. 

The United States has rep- 
eatedly voiced fears that the pip- 
eline would make West Eur- 
opeans countries too dependent 
on Moscow for energy aDd thus 
vulnerable to economic pressure. 

The West German and French 


The 4.500 kilometres pipeline is governments rejected this arg- 


not due to be fully completed until 
the spring, when work on its 41 
compressor stations will be fin- 
ished. 

But Soviet press reports have 
said it is already capable of car- 
rying gas at be low -capacity levels 
and it appeared that this was how 
supplies to France were started. 

The pipeline will be able to 
carry up to 40 billion cubic metres 
of gas a year. 

h runs from the giant Urengoi 


uraent and said they could survive 
a sudden supply cut-off in times of 
crisis. 

Moscow originally Intended ro 
build a second pipeline but has 
now abandoned the project fol- 
lowing the decline in expected 
energy demand in Western Eur- 
ope. 

France. West Germany and 
Austria are committed to taking 
gas from the present pipeline for 
25 years. 


Iran’s imports rise 31% 


LONDON (Rj — The value of 
Iran’s imports rose 31 per cent in 
the first X months of the Iranian 
year started last March, the off- 
icial Iranian News Agency Ima 
said Monday. 

The agency, received in' Lon- 
don. said imports in- the period 
rose 3 1 per cent over the first H 
months in the previous year to 
1.033.9 billion rials (512.16 bil- 
lion 


Ima. quoting a report from the 
statistics and international affairs 
department of state customs, 
made no mention of oil exports, 
although it said non-oil exports in 
the period were worth 1 7.4 billion 
rials (5246 million'. 

It gave no comparison for the 
previous year. 

Oil export revenue was pro- 
jected last June in Iran's official 
budget at 1.794.3 billion riyals 


(520 billion' for the whole of the 
year 1362 which started last 
March. 

Iran's oil production quota 
under its agreement with the Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) is 2.4 million 
barrels per day (b'di. 

Oil industry sources estimate 
that some 600.000 to 700.000 
barrels daily is consumed dom- 
estically. 



days'of the sixties." 

With stiff competition from 
Japanese companies now app- 
arently a fixed part of the- env- 
ironment. many observers believe 
such days may never return for the 
American carmakers. 

The number of people emp- 
loyed on an hourly basis in the 
industry has fallen to 535.000 
from 760.00! J in. 197X. the ind- 
ustiy’s last healthy year. 


THE BETTER HALF 




By Harris 
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'Money talks ... At this rate it'll be 10 years 
before ours even learns to say 'goo-goo!' " 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

/ 


IV 

IAGLE 



mmm 




me 

1 

1NGY 


■ 

JC 



RAYNPT 


IEZO 




MESHEC 


rx: 

_ 

^ j 


HOW COES A BABY 
CHICK FIT INTO 
ITBGHEL L7 


Now arrange the circled fetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


r» 


11 ^ y si/ y y 5 ]^ y Y Y N 
Answer here: A A A.J 

(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: ITCHY FLAKE DEFILE WALRUS 


Yesterday's 


Answer After another woman had 'turned" Me heed, 
he obviously couldn't do this. anymore — 
FACE HIS WIFE • - • 


i balance 
swings back into surplus 


RIYADH (R\— An increase in 
Saudi Arabia’s oil income swung 
the kingdom’s trade balance back 
into surplus in the third quarter of 
1 9X3 after two quarters in deficit, 
figu res from 'the finance ministry 
showed. 

The third quarter surplus of 
14.53 billion riyals (54.15 billion' 
more than outweighed the second 
quarter shortfall of 3.26 billion 
riyals (5931.4 million' and first 
quarter deficit of 1.03 billion (5 
294 3 million;. 

Third quarter exports were 46 
billion riyals (513.14 billion), the 
highest since 19X2*8 fourth qua- 
rter. with imports at 3 1 .47 billion 


(5X.99 billion;, the lowest since 
the third quarter of 1 9X1, 

The country’s cumulative trade 
surplus in the first 3 quarters of 
1 9X3 still fell far short of the sur- 
plus for the whole of 19X2 of 
131.7 billion riyals (537.63 bil- 
lion' and for 19X1 of 2X6.2 billion 
riyals (5XJ.77 billion.). 

An increase in oil exports in 
I9X3’s third quarter was the major 
reason for the turnaround. 

Industry sources have said pro- 
duction exceeded 5 million barrels 
a day in the third quarter against 
an average of about 4 million in 
the first and second quarters. 


;| 3 atari-Tuhi$ian bank invpsts S 30 fn 

DOHA (OPECNA'. — The Qatari-Tunisian Investment Bank has 
invested 53u million in 23 projects in Tunisia since its esiablishmeni 
in 19X2. 

According to Mr. Mohammad A! Zaafarani. the bank's general 
manager and board chairman. 55 per cent of the amount was in the 
industrial sector and the rest in tourism. 

He said the bank would organise a special meeting in Tunisia this 
year to acquaint businessmen from its member countries with ava- 
ilable investment opportunities. 

ADNOC denies giving facilities to Japan 

ABU DHABI (OPECNA; — The Abu Dhabi National Oil Com- 
pany (ADNOC) had denied that it proposed to Japanese importers 
an extension of the payment period from 45 to 6<i days, saying it 
abides by the 3<J-dav OPEC limit. 

A company official said reports by foreign news agencies to this 
effect were untrue. 

He said ADNOC was committed to the 1979 OPEC decision 
which reduced the payment period from bn to 30 days. 
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from the Carroll Righter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Do not become embroiled in 
any agreements within your vocational interests. Concern 
yourself with aspects of your every day job and do it 
without resentment. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Forget about -arguing with 
others because your Ideas are different. Keep your pro- 
, mises. Do nothing to upset your posiiton of security 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Complete the work at hand 
before going into a new interest which could take more 
time than you anticipated. Be conscientious. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Use your good judgment; 
your hunches could be unreliable today. Stear clear of 
arguments, and avoid being social tonight. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jui. 21) Don’t permit 
household matters do deter you from making progress 
possible. Don't light into your mate over something trivial. 

LEO (Juf. 22 to Aug. 21) Concentrate on important 
routines now and handle communications tomorrow. Think 
very constructively and logically. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Try to meet the wishes of 
family as much as possible and avoid any new financial 
commitments. Don't argue with someone in business. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) If you don’t get into a fami- 
ly argument, you can carry through very nicely with affairs 
at hand. Don't overspend for pleasure. Be sensible. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Get busy at being con- 
structive and stop worrying over something you can do 
little about Don't light into family over something small. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Contact experts and 
find out how to add income. Take cars while driving. Relax 
tonight. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Exercise care in the 
handling of finances now, or you could make expensive 
errors. Be more concerned with personal matters. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Collect as much data 
confidentially as you can in order to formulate a plan. Avoid 
a group affair where arguments could start. Be happy. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) This is a good day for com- 
municating and improving conditions around you. Don't 
irritate a co-worker. Forget your worries. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will be 
someone who has to be taught to do things in accepted 
ways and to be cooperative if success in life is to be realiz- 
ed. Temper must be curbed. This is a born organizer with 
many fine talents. 

• • W 

"The Stars impel; they do not compel." What you make 
of your life' is largely up to you! 

© 1984, The McNaught Syndicate. Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by James Barrick 


ACROSS 
1 Not dosed 
5 Vast 
expanse 
10 Depot: abbr. 

13 Tax 

14 Paved area 

15 On the sum- 
mit of 

16 Last but 
two 

19 Low 

20 Bullring 

21 Jolly — 

22 Means of 
detection 

24 Not a soul 
26 Guardian 
spirit 
28 Kenton or 
Freberg 


29 Standard 

32 — barrel 

33 Coins of 
Thailand 

34 Medicinal 
herb 

35 Comedienne 
Martha 

36 Entire 
ankle 

37 Bus. abbr. 

38 Sch. subj. 

39 Roman 
harvest 
goddess 

40 Apostolic 

41 Direction 
fetters 

42 Vases 

43 Without 
admixture 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


liililBU UfilUUU UFJUU 
LI LIU II LIU 13 LIU LltlUa 
LI 141111) fciUlHLJfci UiULILI 
□ULIHLI UUU UllUfJU 

LIU L 3 LI Li LUlLIUIJLJ 
UU1UUUC1 UBQQD 
L'JUUU flHLJUU UU1JU 
MIIUH □LUdLLIli L4U Lilli 
Q1L1UL3 UEJflQH UUJUH 

IIUULilJ L1UUL1JU 

uuiJUHCJ lauuaLJ 
□lsueili is u li uaaan 
□LllCJU ULUIUB HLlfiia 
uliiiu cmciuui Liiaau 
laiiLiia uuLaiiLa uuuu 


44 Talmadge 
of movies 

46 Rarin* 
to go 

47 Reids 

49 Go after 

51 Chinese 

export. 

54 Weather 
phenomenon 

57 Oh, woe! 

58 Reese the 
singer 

59 Western 
city 

60 Kinsman: 
abbr. 

61 Kefauver 

62 Org.’s 
cousin 

DOWN 

1 Bede” 

2 Roman 
goddess 

3 Law officer 

4 Liquor 

5 Certain 
compositions 

6 Rattan 
worker 

7 Vingt — 

(card game) 

8 Tree of 
heaven 

9 Negation 
word 

10 Theater 
items 


11 Lug 

12 Mimic 
15 Egyptian 

deity 

17 Birthplace 
of Livy ■ 

18 Restraints 
23 Yorkshire 

river 

25 Nosebag 
filler 

26 Pierces 

27 Mary Ann — 
(George 
Eliot) 

28 Auctions 

30 Of hearing 

31 Comeback 
33 Hangers-on 

36 Call 

37 Supervision 

39 Imprecation 

40 Washington 
sound 

43 Turkish 
governors 

45 Quercitrons 

46 Golf score 

47 Remotely 

48 Part 
50 Handle 

52 River into 
the Danube 

53 Dramatic 
conflict 

55 JFK'spre- 
decessor 

56 New Deal 
org. 



[©1983 Tribune Company Syndicate, Inc. 
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Kabul orders all eligible men 
to sign up for military service 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The Afghan gov- 
ernment, now into its fifth year of war aga- 
inst Muslim guerrillas, has ordered ail eli- 
gible men to sign up for military service or 
face Imprisonment. 


All able-bodied young men. 
reservists, draft dodgers and stu- 
dents who have failed university 
entrance examinations must app- 
ear before the authorities by 
March 21. Radio Kabul ann- 
ounced Sunday night. 

In addition, any man found wit- 
hout identification papers will be 
drafted immediately even if he has 
already served or has a legitimate 
deferment, the state-run radio 
said in a broadcast monitored 
here. 

Western diplomats here say the 
strength of the Afghan army, 
more than Sij.uuh when Soviet 
troops entered the country four 
years ago last week, has fallen to 
about due to losses in bat- 

tle and defections to the anti- 


communist rebels. 

There are about 1 M5.1HJU Soviet 
soldiers in the country but they 
tend to man tanks and artillery 
while Afghans are sent ahead for 
ground combat, say the diplomats, 
quoting reports from their emb- 
assies in Kabul. 

They say the army has tried to 
make up the slack by sending press 
gangs through the cities looking 
for draft dodgers and young men 
are now a rare sight in Kabul baz- 
aars because of the increasingly 
frequent searches. 

The radio admitted many men 
had escaped military service by 
using forged deferment cards and 
called on the population to inform 
the police about such cases. 

It also warned men always to 


carry all their documents for ide- 
ntity. employment, military ser- 
vice or deferment, or face imm- 
ediate drafting if they are caught. 
“No excuse will be accepted ” it 
said. 

The broadcast warned press 
gang leaders not to tear up any 
documents, an apparent reference 
to reports that they have som- 
etimes destroyed valid deferment 
cards to get enough men to fill 
their quotas. 

The radio did not define the age 
limits for military service. The 
normal limits are 1 9 to 4IJ years. 
But Western diplomats say press 
gangs have recently been taking 
men between 16 and 45. 

. Duty tours have also been ext- 
ended and few men were actually 
mustered out during a highly- 
publicised demobilisation in Oct- 
ober. they said. 

Kabul has been resorting to inc- 
reasingly stricter measures in rec- 
ent months to fill the army’s ranks. 
It announced in August that stu- 
dents failing university entrance 
tests or repeating classes would be 


Liable for immediate call-up. 

Western diplomats said some 
students were deliberately failing 
classes so they could stay at uni- 
versity longer and avoid the army. 

The Afghan government all- 
owed recent graduates to join the 
civil service for two years but said 
they would be sent to the army if 
they refused to work in the pro- 
vinces. where Kabul* s hold is sha- 
kier and guerrillas consider any 
civil servant an enemy. 

Kabul University held hs ent- 
rance tests a month early this aut- 
umn to identify failing students for 
immediate army service, said the 
diplomats. 

So many young men are now in 
the army, with the guerrillas or 
abroad that Kabul University had 
more women than men applicants 
this year for the first time in its 
history. This was highly unusual 
for an Islamic country. 

The army has also begun rec- 
alling some men who finished 
their military service between 
1978 and 1980. the diplomats 
added. 


Salvadorean guerrillas Berlin police rule out 
destroy major bridge suicide in fire deaths 


SAN SALVADOR (R» — Left- 
wing guerrillas Sunday destroyed 
a heavily fortified suspension bri- 
dge that had been a key road link 
to the eastern half of El Salvador, 
a military spokesman said. 

At the site of another guerrilla 
attack against a garrison in the 
province of Chalatenango two 
days ago. residents said they had 
found an estimated IUU soldiers 
buried in mass graves dug by bul- 
ldozers. Authorities have refused 
to report on casualties and banned 
reporters from the area. 

The military spokesman dec- 
lined to give details about the att- 
ack on the Cuscatlan Suspension 
Bridge, located 7i» kilometres east 
of here at a point where the Pan- 
American Highway meets the 
Lempa River. 

But an employee at the San 
Lorenzo Dam a few hundred met- 
res from the bridge said it col- 
lapsed into the river after an early 
morning blast. He said at least one 
national guard officer from the 
li Hi troops defending the bridge 
was killed in the attack. 

There was no immediate report 
on whether the garrison that def- 


ended Lhe bridge had fought with 
guerrillas. 

The attack left only one bridge 
spanning the Lempa River, which 
div'des El Salvador in two. A rai- 
lway bridge 30 kilometres south of 
the Cuscatlan Bridge has one lane 
for vehicle traffic. Guerrillas des- 
troyed the only other bridge over 
the river in 1981. 

Guerrilla- run Radio Ven- 
cereraos said the attack was a str- 
ategic military blow to the army’s 
capacity for mobilisation and to 
the country’s economy. 

It also said an electricity station 
had been destroyed, but the emp- 
loyee at the San Lorenzo Dam 
said the station was only slightly 
damaged. 

The northern province of Cha- 
latenango remained closed to rep- 
orters Sunday, two days after gue- 
rrillas destroyed the 5UU-man bri- 
gde headquarters in a mortar att- 
ack. : 

A U.S. official described the 
attack as a considerable defeat for 
the army, and military sources said 
it was the first time in the four- 
year old war that guerrillas had 
taken a provincial garrison. 


Philippine opposition opposes 
any military role in elections 


MANILA (R) — Opposition par- 
ties will take pan in the Phi- 
lippines parliamentary elections' 
next May if President Ferdinand 
Marcos agrees to keep the military 
out of the electoral process, a lea- 
ding opposition politician said 
Monday. 

.Former Senator Eva Estrada 
KaJaw. vice-president of the Uni- 
ted Nationalist Democratic Org- 
anisation (UNIDO), said this was 
the opposition's main demand. 

“ VVe want the military out of the 
election scene. Their presence is 
enough to terrorise voters." she 
told Reuters. 

Many opposition leaders bel- 
ieve Mr. Marcos’ ruling New Soc- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
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A MATTER OF TIMING 


North-South vulnerable. 
West deals. 

NORTH 
4 KQ5 
<?Q1072 
0 K43 
4 K 76 

WEST EAST 

4J8 41073 

•7K43 <7985 

0 A9762 0 Q J 105 

4> A 104 4Q95 

SOUTH 
4 A 9642 
*7 A J6 
08 

♦ J832 
The bidding: 

West North East Sooth 

1 0 Dble 1 NT Dble 

2 0 Pass 3 0 4 0 

Pass 4 <7 Pass 4 4 
Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Jack of 4 . 

Getting to a good contract 
is only half the battle. You 
■have to bring the contract 
home to earn points. 

This hand is from Greece’s 
.match against Indonesia at 
the last World Bridge Olym- 
piad. Our reporter failed to 
explain the reason for West's 
rebid, but the rest of the auc- 
tion was natural. The final 
contract was sound. 

West led a trump rather 


Sooth 
Dble 
4 0 

4 4 


than open up a side-suit. 
Declarer won in dummy, 
came to hand with the ace of 
spades and led a diamond. 
West pounced with the ace 
and shifted to a club, and 
declarer had no way to avoid 
defeat. 

Declarer had gained a tem- 
po with the trump opening 
lead. Since West, for bis 
opening bid, was likely to 
hold both the ace of clubs and 
king of hearts, declarer could 
have got home by remaining 
a trick ahead. 

Declarer should simply 
draw all the trumps and then 
lead the jack of hearts! If 
West does not win. declarer 
can continue with ace of 
hearts and another, and a 
heart is set up in dummy. If 
West does not cash the ace of 
diamonds, declarer will stuff 
his diamond loser on the good 
heart. But when West takes 
the ace of diamonds, he sets 
up dummy's king. When the 
king of dubs wins a trick, 
declarer can take two club 
discards in his hand on the 
table's high heart and king of 
diamonds. Either way, the 
defenders can get no more 
than the king of hearts and 
two tricks in the minor suits. 


WEST BERLIN (R) — Six pri- 
soners who died in a fire they sta- 
rted while awaiting deportation 
probably set it only as a dem- 
onstration. a police spokesman 
said here Sunday. 

He rejected any theory that 
Saturday night’s incident resulted 
from a suicide pact, which was ear- 
lier suggested by a fire brigade 
spokesman. 

The victims, who barricaded 
their cell before setting mattresses 
on fire, were three Sri Lankans, 
aged 22. 24 and 26. a Lebanese. 
19. a Tunisian. 22. and a Pal- 
estinian. 24. 

Firemen called to break into 
their cell in a former U.S. army 
barracks found them dead of 
smoke inhalation. 

Deputy police chief Martin 
Lippok told a news conference “1 
cannot believe that whoever set 
the fire ... reckoned that it would 
end ibis way.” 

Another police spokesman said 
he thought the blaze was intended 
as a protest against the plight in 
which the deportees found the- 
mselves. 

He added that it was not unu- 
sual for foreigners facing exp- 
ulsion to injure themselves, and 
that fires had been started in the 


past for the same motive. 

Mr. Lippok told the news con- 
ference that the Lebanese was 
being deported because of drug 
offences and the Tunisian because 
he had no identity papers. 

The position of the Sri Lankans 
was unclear since they had not 
even requested political asylum 
when interviewed by an exa- 
mining magistrate. 

The incident is expected to 
embarrass the government in 
Bonn because of earlier criiicism 
from the office of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees over 
accommodation and treatment 
accorded to refugees seeking pol- 
itical asylum in West Germany. 

Poul Hartling. the high com- 
missioner. was forced to cancel a 
visit to the West German Interior 
Ministry last year because of 
Bonn's annonyance over the cri- 
ticism. 

■ West Germany has been flo- 
oded with applicants for political 
asylum from Asia, the Middle 
East and Africa in recent years. 

To counter the flood. Cha- 
ncellor Helmut Kohl’s centre- 
right government introduced a law 
last year to speed up the pro- 
cedure for examining applications 


iety Movement (KBL) Party 
would be crushed in a fair election. 

Gen. Kalaw said the opposition 
also insisted on foolproof ins- 
pection of votes and safeguards to 
ensure clean elections. 

The opposition won a major vic- 
tory when Mr. Marcos agreed to a 
new registration of voters to eli- 
minate dead and “flying” voters 
from the lists. 

UNIDO, a loose coalition of 
about a dozen opposition groups, 
and three other opposition parties 
have agreed to field common can- 
didates to avoid vote-splitting if 
they finally decide to take rpart in 
the elections. 


Guerrillas black out Lima 
as new mayor is sworn in 


LIMA (R) — Maoist guerrillas 
bombed a power pylon and bla- 
cked out the Peruvian capital early 
Sunday only hours before its first 
Marxist mayor was sworn in. 

Alfonso Banantes. the first 
freely-elected Marxist mayor of a 
Latin American capital, said in a 
speech that his United Left (III) 
coalition would win Peru’s 1985 
presidential election in which he 
could be his party’s candidate. He 
condemned gueirtlla violence. 

Thousands of leftists packed 
Lima's central square to watch 
President Fernando Belaunde 
Terry swear in Mr. Barrantes. a 
56-year-old lawyer. 

The power cut, the sixth time in 
the last two years that the Sendero 
Luminoso (shining path) gue- 
rrillas had blacked out Lima, occ- 
urred at the stroke of midnight, as 
revellers were greeting the New 
Year. 

Police in Huancayo. 320 kil- 


ometres east of here, said the gue-. 
rrilias had bombed a power pylon 
linking Lima to a hydroelectric 
plant. Power was restored in most 
parts of the capital by midday. 

Mr. Ban-antes is the first Mar-. ! 
xist politician since Chile’s late 
Salvador AJlende to win a major 
free election in Latin America, 
political analysts said. 

His immediate challenge is to 
find enough money to meet his 
campaign pledge to serve bre- 
akfast to a million needy children 
a day and to resettle squatters on 
expropriated land. 

Limited by a meagre municipal 
budget. Mr. Ban-antes travelled in 
Europe last month to seek aid 
funds. 

He told Reuters he hoped to 
draw a ISO million World Bank 
loan to build a new food market 
and to modernise Lima's bus sys- 
tem. 


France tightens security 
after New Year bombings 


PARIS (R) — France tightened 
security around public buildings 
Sunday after two New Year's Eve 
bomb blasts which killed four 
people and wounded 55, II of 
them seriously. 

Police sources said extra patrols 
were stationed around stations, 
airports, ministries, the Paris 
home of President Francois Mit- 
terrand and other key points. 

The suitcase bombs exploded 
within half an hour of each other, 
one in the main railway station at* 
Marseilles and another in a TGV 
high-speed train which had left the 
city two hours earlier for Paris. 

Police in Marseilles said they 
had received at least four ano- 
nymous calls claiming res- 
ponsibility for the blasts but there 
was no evidence that any of them 
were genuine. 

With no clear leads to follow, 
police were hoping for some dues 
from scientific analysis of the deb- 
ris from the 10-kilogramme- sta- 
tion bomb, which devastated a left 
luggage area crowded with pas- - 
sengers. 

Many of the vitetims were cut by 
flying glass and by parts of the 


metal roof decoradon which flew 
like shrapnel across the room, kil- 
ling two people. 

The other bomb in the train also 
caused two deaths but French rai- 
lway officials said the carnage 
among the 170 passengers on 
board could easily have been far 
higher. 

It was pure chance that the two 
carriages of the sleek orange train 1 
devastated by the blast were alm- 
ost empty, they said. The train was 
also only travelling at half its max- 
imum speed of 260 kph as it app- 
roached Tain rHermitage in the 
Rhone Valley. 

A second high-speed train had 
just passed in the other direction 
travelling south when the bomb 
exploded, narrowly failing to 
cause a double derailment. 

The government has been on its 
guard for weeks now against an 
upsurge of urban terrorism in the 
Middle East spilling over into 
France. 

Its fears have centred on the 1 
possibility of a repeat in France of ; 
the suicide bomb which killed 58 
French soldiers in Beirut in Oct- 
ober.- 


31 countries 
register for 
non-aligned 
conference 

JAKARTA (R) — Thirty-one 
nations have registered so far to 
send representatives to this 
month's meeting here of inf- 
ormation ministers from non- 
aligned countries, Indonesia' s inf- 
ormation minister said Monday. 

But Information Minister Har- 
moko also told reporters that res- 
ponses were still expected from 
the other 70 member countries of 
the Non-Aligned Movement. 

President Suharto of Indonesia 
is expected to open the four-day 
conference begi nnin g on Jan. 26, 
which will take up matters inc- 
luding cooperation and exchange 
of news between member cou- 
ntries. 

Mr. Harmoko told reporters the 
conference will also discuss the 
problem of telecommunications 
tariffs for the despatch of news. 

“Cooperation in the inf- 
ormation and communications 
spheres with the advanced cou- 
ntries could also be discussed” 
Mr. Harmoko said. 

He said the conference should 
run smoothly in line with policy of 
the Non-Aligned Movement. 

“All decisions would be taken 
on the basis of consensus.” he 
said. 

10-year-old 
boy freed by 
kidnappers 
in Italy 

ROME (Ri — Kidnappers have 
set free Rocco Lupini. a 10- 
year-old boy held since last May. 
Italian state-owned television 
reported Sunday night. 

It said the boy had been found 
at Oppido Mamertina in Calabria, 
southern Italy, not far from the 
spot where he was abducted tog- 
ether with his mother last May 1 5. 
He was in good health, the tel- 
evision said. 

The kidnappers set free the 
boy's mother late last year with 
instructions to speed up payment 
of an unspecified ransom. There 
was no immediate indication whe- 
ther a ransom had been paid. 


14 suspected terrorists 
detained in Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (R) — Fourteen 
men who arrived in Hong Kongon 
what officials described as forged 
French. German. Italian and Aus-„ 
Irian passports have been int- 
errogated by the authorities here 
on suspicion of being a terrorist 
group. ’ 

Government sources in Hong 
Kongsaid the men. who refused to 
disclose: their true identities, were 
“most probably Iranians.” 

One has been flown out to Kar- 
achi in Pakistan and two others are 
likely to be extradited Monday. 

Local press reports described 
their most likely target as the 
American consulate-general here. 

■ The reports were dismissed by 
the U.S. consul-general as “rum- 
ours.” But security at the Ame- 
rican mission has been stepped up 
with a truck parked in a slip-road, 
preventing easy access. 

The fourteen men. aged bet- 


ween 1 X and 29. arrived last Wed- 
nesday. 

Nine came from Manila on for- 
ged French, Italian. German and 
Austrian passports. The other five 
flew in from Bangkok on fake 
French and German passports. 

There is still a security cla- 
mpdown on the operation. The 
arrest of the group was a top sec- 
urity operation, kept secret for 
more than three days. 

But diplomatic observers said 
the fact that one man has been 
allowed to fly out of this security- 
conscious British colony and two 
more are likely to be released dur- 
ing the day suggests the group has 
begun to crack apart. 

Government officials refused to 
disclose whether there had been 
international liaison, but a senior 
official said “it would be very dif- 
ficult to conduct an operation like 
this entirely on your own.” 


Singapore’s deputy premier 
says he is fit to carry on 


SINGAPORE (Rl — Deputy 
Prime Minister Smnathmby Raj- 
aratnam. defying doctors' orders 
by attending a dinner and dance 
two weeks after triple bypass heart 
surgery, told Singaporeans not to 
count on his retirement. 

Mr. Rajaratnam. who will be 69 
next month, told the constituency 
he has represented since 1959: “1 
may be around in Kampong Glam 
longer than you expect." 

Political sources said the une- 
xpected public appearance and 
the statement by Mr. Rajaratnam. 
one of Premier Lee Kuan Yew’s 
trusted lieutenants and the father 
of Singapore's foreign policy, ind- 
icated Mr. Lee might not let many 
veterans drop out at the elections 
expected later this year. 

Mr. Lee. 6U. in power since 
1959. has brought young tec- 


Peron tried to buy Falklands 


LONDON ( R) — Argentine Dic- 
tator Juan Peron tried to buy the 
Falkland Islands in 1953 but was 
told it would cause the overthrow 
of the British government, acc- 
ording to newly published state 
records. 

The offer was conveyed to Bri- 
tain bv Admiral Alberto Teisaire. 


acting president of the Argentine 
Senate, when he attended the 
1953 coronation of Queen Eli- 
zabeth. 

The foreign office documents 
were released under a rule that 
allows public scrutiny of state 
papers after 30 years. 


U.S., U.K. differed over Stalin’s death 


LONDON (R) — The United Sta- 
tes and Britain differed over how 
to exploit uncertainty caused in 
Eastern Europe by Stalin's death 
in 1 953. according to British cab- 
inet papers for that year. 

The papers, released Sunday 
under a 30-year rule of secrecy, 
suggest the then acting foreign 
secretary. Lord Salisbury, was 
worried over the attitude of U.S. 
Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles. 

In a memorandum to the cab- 
inet. Lord Salisbury referred to 
Anglo-American differences and 


wrote: 

“There also seems now to be a 
new and more dangerous Ame- 
rican tendency which has its roots 
in the republic election campaign, 
and was illustrated in a recent sta- 
tement by Mr. Dulles to interpret 
the situation behind the Iron Cur- 
tain as already very shaky, and 
therefore to advocate new — alt- 
hough unspecified — measures to 
encourage and even promote the 
early Liberation to the satellite 
countries. * 

•‘It is my intention to resist 
American pressure for new ini- 


Author of 6 1985’ ponders 1984 


By David Lewis 

Reuter 

LONDON (R) — British writer 
Anthony Burgess is not too dis- 
mayed by the arrival of the year 
made famous by George OrwelL 
but he thinks we could be eating 
human flesh by the year 2000. 

Mr. Orwell's Nineteen Eighty- 
Four. written in 194S. portrays a 
nightmare world of newspeak. 
doublethink and big brother. 

Mr. Burgess. 65. told Reutersin 
an interview that the book was less ■ 
a prophecy — "Orwell was too 
sensible on the whole to attempt 
that sort of thing" — than a satire 
on the year it was written. 

“And iy84, despite everything, 
will certainly be better than 
1948.” 

But the author of Earthly Pow- 
ers, a Clockwork Orange and 
“1985” — partly a study of Nin- 
teen Eighty- Four and partly a 
novel of the future — has some 
shock predictions of his own. 

Although he thinks a nuclear 
war unlikely this century. Mr. 
Burgess still believes forecasts he 
made in the Wanting Seed (1962) 
that the world might try to solve its 
population and nutritional pro- 
blems through cannibalism. 

“ Wait till the end of the century, 
and you'll find tins of human meat 
in the supermarkets,” he said. 

Does he really believe that? 

"Well, If s a possibility... it isn’t 
so mad," he says. “The revival of 
eucharistic religion could give a 
kind of mystical justification to 
eating people." 

His “1985” portrays a Britain 
completely dominated by trade 
unions and on the verge of a rig- 
htist takeover disguised as Islam. 
The country is nicknamed "Tuc- 
land" a pun on the Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) and the United' 
King (TUK). 

Although published as recently 


as 1 978. “1985” has proved “fan- 
tastically wrong”. Mr. Burgess 
admits. 

“But I find that 'the wanting 
seed* looks more dike a serious 
prophecy than intended at the 
time.” 

The novel depicts a future in 
which fake conventional wars are 
orchestrated to provide flesh for 
the rest of the population. 

“... The solution 1 propounded 
was meant partly jocularly and 
partly seriously. People laughed at • 
it. But then came the Andes dis- 
aster." 

In 1972. survivors of an aircrash 
on a remote mountainside in the 
Chilean Andes lived for 72 days 
on the flesh of their dead com- 
panions before they were rescued. 

The cannibalism Mr. Burgess 
imagines in the Wanting Seed was 
made necessary partly because of 
nature's refusal to provide ade- 
quate harvests to feed a race pro- 
moting homosexuality as a means 
of population control. 

Salvation is embodied in- 
Beatrice-Joanna, a woman, whose 
natural insticts towards mot- 
herhood cannot be extinguished, 
and a happy ending comes in a 
revolutionary orgy of fertility ech- 
oed in bumper crops throughout 
the natural world. 

“Women are better than men at 
keeping a grip on reality," the 
author says. He regards the rise of 
women in our own society as good 
for the human race, at least in the 
short term. 

Burgess says it has always been 
the aim of the political writer to 
warn the reader against possible 
futures. 

His own technique in the fic- 
tional pan of “1985" was to mel- 
o dramatise certain tendencies he 
detected in British society. 

“But it’s always foolish to write 
a fictional prophecy that your rea- 
ders are very soon going to be able 


to check.” he admits ruefully. 

And he says Mr. Orwell's dec- 
ision to call his novel Ninteen 
Eighty-Four — inverting the last 
two digits of the year it was written 
— has led to “impertinent'’ jou- 
rnalistic attempts to check on Mr. 
OrwelT s reliability as a prophet. 

Nineteen Eighty- Four is ess- 
entially a comic work satirising 
Britain's post-war life. Mr. Bur- 
gess says. 

The sinister and ironicaJIy- 
□amed Ministry of Truth in Mr. 
■OrwelT s novel is nothing but the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) in disguise, he says. 

Room 101 — where the most 
terrible things happen to Mr. 
OrwelT s hero, Winston Smith — is 
a room in the basement of the 
BBC. from which Mi. Orwell used 
to broadcast to India. 

. . The shortage of cigarettes and 
■razor blades were part of the aus- 
terity of post-war British life. "Big 
brother" was an idea borrowed 
from hoarding advertisements of 
the time, and exhortations from 
the telescreen to exercise a little 
harder derived from zealous sup- 
.ervisors at holiday camps. 

Mr. Burgess-agreed that Mr. 
Orwell may have been prophetic 
in renaming Britain Airstrip One, 
especially since U.S. cruise mis- 
siles arrived here last month, but 
said his other forecasts were cor- 
rect only in “very trivial things", 
such as the telescreens that watch 
some of the 1 984 population even 
at home. 

Monaco, where Mr. Burgess 
lives, has telescreens on its streets. 

The Shape of Things to Come 
(1933) by H.G. Wells and Brave 
New World (1932) by Aldous 
Huxley, who taught Mr. Orwell at 
Eton, were much more pro- 
phetically accurate, Mr. Burgess 
says. 

“But I might be wrong... we 
might wake up in 1984 and find 
big brother watching us." 



hnocrats into parliament over the 
past two elections and was exp- 
ected to sideline several more eld- 
ers this year as part of his plan to 
nurture a new team by 1990. 

Mr. Rajaratnam said doctors 
had told him his heart was good 
for another 68 years and he was 
determined to carry on for as long 
as possible. He said he dis- 
obeyed doctors to be at the new 
year's function to thank his con- 
students and dispel any doubts 
about his health. 

“Singapore is a place full of 
rumours. If a politician is aot seen 
for any length of time, then rum- 
ours will spread that he was either 
very sick, dying or was already 
dead and (hat the government was 
keeping his body in a freezer until 
an announcement could be 
made he said. 


tiatives of this kind. A policy of 
pinpricks is calculated to exa- 
sperate the Russians, and is most 
unlikely to help the unhappy peo- ; 
pies of the occupied countries.” 

Lord Salisbury, deputising for 
Foreign Secretary Sir Anthony 
Eden who was ill, added: “The last 
thing we want to do is-to bait the 
Russians and satellite gov- 
ernments into taking violent mea- 
sures against them." 

He said the rising in East Berlin 
only a few weeks earlier had been 
a warning to the Soviet Union of 
the dangers 


Lone sailor suffers 
early setback 

LONDON (R) — Engine trouble 
struck a British lone sailor Sunday 
heading off on a planned round- 
the-world voyage in a barrel Sai- 
lor Eric Peters, 44. was Sunday 
night awaiting repairs to his out- 
board motor, determined to go on 
after his early setback. The sailor 
left a River Thames pier in Lon- 
don Saturday for the first leg to 
France on his global trip.. He plans 
to give his barrel-shaped boat 
which has a sail, a final refit in the 
Canary Islands before crossing the 
Atlantic to pass through the Pan- 
ama Canal and return to Britain 
via the Indian Ocean and Sou- 
thern Africa. The Briton earned 
a place' in the Guinness Book of 
Records early last year when he 
crossed the Atlantic in his tiny 
glass-fibre craft at 5 ft 1U.5 inc- 
hes (1.8 metres) the smallest to 
make the crossing. 

New Year reveller has 
narrow squeak 

LONDON (R) — A British new 
year reveller ended up in hospital 
after accidentally swallowing a 
whistie-and-baJIoon noisemaker. 
Jonathan Green. 23. was taken to 
hospital from celebrations at Cos- 
ham in southern England to have 
the squeaker removed from near 
his lungs. 

Stranded Greek 
tanker refloated 

DOVER. Delaware (R) — Tugs 
refloated a Greek-registered tan- 
ker Sunday night more than two 
days after it ran aground carrying 
23 million gallons (85 million lit- 
res) of Chinese crude oil the coast 
guard said. The 52.189-ton Ypa- 
tianna was nudged free after a 
barge unloaded part of its cargo. 
There were no signs of oil leakage 
or structural damage to the ship, a 
coastguard spokesman said. The 
tanker, bound for New jersey, ran 
aground bow first five miles off 
Delaware on Friday morning. 

Prince Charles said 
to be too ‘posh’ 

LONDON (R) — Prince Charles 
would have a problem if his job 
depended on an interview because 
_ his upper crust accent is enough to 
put people “orf’ (off), says a Bri- 
tish education expert. Many peo- 
ple are turned off by "posh” or 
. exaggerated accents and that can 
stand in the way of promotion, 
says Professor John Honey in the 
January issue of Personnel Man- 
agement Magazine. He criticises 
the heir to the throne for moving 
"abite the hice" instead of "about 
the house”, saying “lorsf" instead 
of “lost’’ and“empha” instead of 
“empire”.' 

Beach Boys 
drummer drowns 


LOS ANGELES (Rj — Dennis 
Wilson, a member of the Be3ch 
Boys pop group, drowned while 
swimming and diving into the sea 
on the outskirts of Los Angeles, 
police said. The 39-year-old dru- 
mmer and singers body was rec- 
overed by a diving team from 1 3 
feet (four metre) of water about 
two hours after he failed to sur- 
face. Police said it was not known 
how he drowned off a quay in Mar- 
ina Del Rey. 

Chinese police 
get new uniforms 

PEKING (R). — Peking has given 
its traffic police new olive green 
uniforms and Chinese tax col- 
lectors have ail put on a sombre 
blue-grey. The China Daily said 
Monday that the new wool- 
polyster uniforms would help dis- 
tinguish traffic police, who used to 
wear dark blue, from military per- 
sonnel and civilians. 


Wife, 70, kills 
husband over affair 

OAKLAND, California (R) — A 
70-year-old wife shot and killed 
her 72 -year-old husband on Chr- 
istmas Day because he was having 
an affair with another woman, pol- 
ice said. They said Creasie Woods, 
a church-goer who bad never been 
in trouble with the Jaw before, 
took the family gun, drove to ie 
.other woman’s house and killed 
her husband of 26 years. Mrs. 
Woods is “just a » sweet sensitive 
woman,* 1 according to a lawyer 
who interviewed her. 




